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BLISHED AT WASHINGTON, BY J 


jist Concress, Ist Session. 
IS 


vive Fevates of Central America, © by any person acting by 
ity of the jate Administration, or under the aus- 

of the present Administration,” so far as it has refer- 
peso treative negotiated with any of those States by in- 
cine from this Government, cannot be complied with, 
uch as those teeaties have not been acted upon by the 
ae of the United States, and are now in the possession 
vost body, to whom, by the Constitution, they are di- 
yected to be transmitted for advice in regard to their ratifi- 


“hu, 8s its communication is not liable to the same ohjec- 
tion { tranemit, for the information of the House, a copy of 
p treaty in regard to a ship canal across the Isthmus, nego- 
tiated bv Bijah Hise, our late Chargé d’Affaires in Guate- 
pala, with the Goverument uf Nicaragua, on the 2st day of 
June, 1849, accompanied by copies of his instructions from, 
god correspondence with, the Department of State. 

[shall cheerfully comply with the request of the House 
of Representatives, to lay before them the treaties negotia- 
ted wich the States of Central America, now before the 
senate, whenever it shall be compatible with the public in- 
terest to make the communication, For the present, | com- 
onicate herewith a copy of the treaty with Great Britain, 
ud of the correspondence between the American Secretary 
of sue and the British Plenipotentiary at the time it was 
conelnded. The ratifications of it were exchanged at Wash- 
ingion ow the 4th day of Juty instant. 

[also transmit the report of the Secretary of State, to 
whom the resolution of the House was referred, and who 
conducted the negotiations relative to Central America, un- 
der the direction of my lamented predecessor, 

MILLARD FILLMORE. 

WasnincTon, Jaly 18, 1850. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND moved that the commu- 
nication and accompanying documents be referred 
wo the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and that they 
be printed. 

Mr. SAVAGE moved that they be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; which motion was put and decided in the 
negative, : : 

The question recurring on the former motion, it 
wes put and agreed to. 


INVALID PENSIONERS. 


1. Acommunication from the Department of the 
Interior, transmitting, in compliance with a reo- 
lution of the House of the 34 of March, 1849, a 
statement from the Commissioner of Pensions, 
showing the names and residences of all the inva- 
iid pensioners of the United States, the time when 
placed upon the roll, the amount of pension which 
they respectively receive, and the acts under which 
received, &c. 

Mr. BAYLY inquired of the Chair whether that 
was the document, the proposition to print which 
led to. so mach discussion ? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. CONGER moved that the communication 
be laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr, WENTWORTH said, he wished to pro- 
pound the inquiry to the chairman of the Com- 
wittee on Public Printing, [Mr. Mc Winuig,} what 
had been the action of that committee upon the 
document containing a list of the pensioners of the 
United States which had been referred to them 
some time since ?* 

The SPEAKER suggested that debate would 
be more properly in order after the question had 
been taken on the motion to lay on the table. 

That question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the commanication was laid on the table. 

The Sours recurring on the motion to print— 

Mc. WENTWORTH repeated his inquiry ad- 
dressed jo the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
ana 

Mr. MeWILLIE replied, that the Committe on 
ninting had agreed to recommend to the House to 
have the document referred to by the gentleman 
printed, and a member of the committee was now. 
waiting to make the report. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said, the reply of the 
gentleman answered the object which he had in 
view. He had nothing more to say. 

The question was taken, and 

The document was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved tu reconsider the vote. 
¢ said, as this document merely gave the names 
of those invalid pensioners who had drawn their 

pensions, he could not see that it could be of any 


value to have it printed. # ibeueht it would be a 
re and nepal would not be incurred. 


iched which may have been negotiated with any 
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Mr. CONGER inquired of the gentleman from | 
Kentucky, for what purpose the communication | 
was sent to the House, if hot to be printed and | 
laid before the House, that the House might be | 

ossessed of the information which it furnished? 

t was sent in pursuance of a resolution of in- 
quiry and of the usage of the department, and it 
should be printed. 
motion to reconsider would not prevail. 





He hoped therefore, that the || 


ESSIONAT, GLOBE. 





ae SWEETSER obtained the floor, but yield- | 
ed to 1 


Mr. MARSHALL, who, in reply to the in- | 
uiry of the gentleman from New y 
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Houston} had said. But be (Mr. R.) had long 
understood what the practical operation of this 
mode of proceeding was, A joint commitiee would 
be appointed, the House would consider as commity 
ted to the recommendations of that commitiee, and 





| appropriations would be made for the construction 


of these buildings. And this was about all that the 
House would know about the matter. He alluded 
to the manner in which appropriations had been 
made for the Patent Office, and expressed the be- 
lief that very few gentlemen understood the extent 
to which the pubhe money was to be appropriated. 


ork, [Mr. || The appropriations had run up from thousands to 
ONGER,] why this communication had been sent || hundreds of thousands. 


If gentlemen would come 


here if not to be printed, said that he (Mr. M.) || here with a plain and open proposition for the ap- 
supposed it had been sent in merely because it had || propriations they wanted, he was sure that very 


been called for. He could not see what object 
was to be effected by the printing. 


|| ewf, ifany members, would vote for the magnificent 
|| improvements which were contemplated. 


‘He was 


Mr. SWEETSER opposed the printing of the || opposed to the whole system. The time mightcome 


document. 


He did not perceive that its printing || 


when some of these gentlemen, about whose mile- 


could accomplish any general or practical pur- || 9&¢ S80 many complaints were made, might wait 


| 
ses. | 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, briefly explained 
that the object of printing the communication was 


And he hoped the motion to print would be agreed | 
to. 

He moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 


The question on that motion was taken, and de- || 


cided in the affirmative, without a division. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table, 

I. Also, a communication from. the Treasury 
Department, transmitting, in compliance with the 
provisions of the 3d section of the act of March 
3, 1843, to regulate the recoinage of certain foreign 
gold and silver coin, a report from the Director 
of the Mint, showing the result of the assay of 
the coins referred to in the act; which, on motion 
ty Mr. Bayty, was referred to the Committee of 

ays and Means. 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 


| sage from the Senate: 


In Senate or tHe Untrep Srates, 
May 28, 1850. 


sentatives that the Senate has empowered the standing 
Committee on Public Buildings to act jointly with the com- 
mittee on the same subject of the 
tives. Attest, ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary. 
Mr. HOUSTON (scarcely heard in the confu- 
sion of the Hall) moved a concurrence on the 
part of the House in the resolution. He was 
understood to say, that the appointment of a 


pose. He understood the object of the resolu- 
tion to be to authorize the committee of the two 
Houses to consult together upon certain additions 
to the Capitol—involving the matter of additional 
accommodations to the Supreme Court, the House 


of Representatives, &c. As these contemplated | 
improvements were upon a large scale, it was |, 


deemed desirable that the two committees should 
consult together, and act jointly. He hoped the 
resolution would be concurred in. 

Mr. RICHARDSON said a few words which 
it was not possible to hear, but which were under- 
stood to be in opposition to the resolution, and in 
general protest against these great projects for the 
improvements of the Capitol. He was opposed to 
the whole matter. 

Mr. HOUSTON in ing, (and Mr. R- 
yielding the floor,) said he would state for the 
information of the gentleman from Illinois, {[Mr. 
RicHarpson,] that the joint resolution did not con- 
template any appropriation of money, or authorize 
the joint committee to 
only object was to authorize the two committees 
to sit together, But the resultof their delibera- 
tion, whatever that mi be, would await the 
action of the House, ion merely ena- 


onse of Representa. || 


any contract. lis | 


| 


if 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


i 
ly 


| 
| 


| he could not hear. 


the Capitol nearer to their own residences, and they 


|| would then give those gentlemen the benefit of that 
|| mileage which so much distressed them. 
to enable frauds and impositions to be detected. || 


He moved that the communication be laid upon 
the table. 
Mr WOODWARD requested the gentleman 


| from Hlinois (Mr. Rictarpson]} to withdraw the 
|| motion. 


Mr. RICHARDSON said he would do so. - 
So the motion to lay on the table was with- 


| drawn. 


Mr. WOODWARD eaid, he was in favor of the 
resolution. He was willing to do anything which 
would promote the project of a new Hall for the 
accommodation of this body. Efforts towards that 
object had been made during the last twenty years. 
He was willing and anxious to remove the impedi- 
ments that existed to legislation in this House. 
It was impossible for members to debate—it was 
impossible for them even to practice good manners 
here, because a member was not going to sit 


| silent whilst another member was speaking, when 


He said, therefore, that this 
was anunmannerly Hall, and that order never could 
be maintained init. Look atit! A stranger would 
suppose that at the time it was constructed there was 


|| not a man in the nation, from the President down 
Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House of Repre- | . . 


who knew that there was in nature such a science as 


| aecousties, and that surfaces reflected sounds = [t 


was nota Hall—it was a cavern—a mammoth cave, 
in which men might speak in all parts, and be 
understood in none. It was constructed with a 
view to concentrate the voice of the member on 
the Speaker’s ear, leaving every one else deaf. 


|| Better that the members should be dumb too, un- 
joint committee was desired for a particular pur- | 


less a different Hall should be given tothem. He 


| believed that five times the cost of a new Hall 


He 


would be saved to the country in five years. 


| believed that if the House had trapsacted its busi- 





ness ina building differently constructed, certain 


claims, the passage of which had given offence to 


some gentlemen, would have 


without debate, 


never passed 


This House legislated upon an 


'| amount of unjust claims in the course of five years, 


which would save to the Government twice over 


|| the cost of constructing a suitable Hall. He would 


| 


' 


; 


bled the committees to sit jointly, as without such | 


a resolution they could not do. 
Mr. RICHARDSON said, he was. perfectly 
aware of all that the gentleman from Delaware { r. 





| 

| 

i 

} 

| - 

ive mis such a building, even if the cost were 
| 

i 


five millions of dollars. ‘The country wouid be the 
gainers in money—it would be the gainers in the 
influence which this House would possess over 
the public mind—beeause ne insisted that speak- 
ing here without the possibility of being heard, 


| tended strongly to demoralize the House. The 


whole habit and bearing of the members would 
be improved, if they had a Hall in which it was 
possible to hear. ? ( 

He trusted the pecuniary consideration would 
have no influence in the decision of the question. 
He was astonished that the House should hesi- 
tate a moment about an expenditure for such 
a purpose. It would be beter to expend any 
amount of money for a Hall in which the debates 
could be effectively heard. Men could not even 
keep their tempers here. They were obliged to 
get into a passion, in order to speak loud enough 
to be heard at all. And hence it was that that 
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description of debate which was in the worst taste 
was that which generally engaged attention. He 
trusted that these two committees would be con- 
nected, if by so doing the great object to be at- 
tained could in any degree be promoted. 

Mr. WHITE desired to be informed by the 
Speaker, whether this communication might-not 
be informally laid aside. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I cannot heara word the 
gentleman says—not one word, sir. 

Mewpens in other parts of the Hall. 
net hear a word. 

The SPEAKER. Conversation is too loud in 
the Hall. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Warr] will suspend his remarks until order has 
been restored. 

After the lapse of some time, 

Mr. WHITE resumed. i understand that a 



















We can- 







Senate. 


| 
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conducted properly, and with facility, It was 
trae—true to the letter—that persons sitting even 


lin his (Mr. 8 ’s) seat, were altogether unable to 


hear anything of a large portion of the business 
before the Honse. If, for the purpose of hearing, 
he went into the srea in front of the Clerk’s table, 
the Speriker, as it was his duty to do, called him 
of order. If he advanced a few paces into the 
aisle, to hear something of matters in which he 
felt a deep concern, there, also, he was ealled to 
order, as on numberless oceasions he had been. 
Thus, he was in ignorance of much that was going: 
on in the Hall; and he must continue to be so, 
unless, by breaking the rule, he could take some 
position more favorable. He had a right to know 
all that was going on in the Hall. It was his con- 
stitutional privilege to hear, just as much as it was 


| to speak; and it was the duty of this House to 
resolution on this subject has been passed by the | 


That resolution is not now before the || 


provide the means of hearing for all. He hoped, 
if the object of this resolution to unite the two 







House. This is ‘a simple motion of concurrence || committees was to facilitate the proposition to con- 
in a resolution which has not been presented. It || struct a new Hall, that it would be passed without 
seems to me that it would be proper to have the || difficulty or delay, as it must commend itself tothe 


resolution before us before any action is taken. 
do not know what the resolution contains. But I | 
desire the Speaker to state whether the resolution 
may not be informally laid aside until such time 
as the resolution itself shall be before the House? 

















that was proposed to be done was, that the com- 
mittee of the House should act in conjunction with 
the committee of the Senate. The Senate had 


tee apprised the House of the fact. The simple 
proposition was, that the House should instruct 


is committee to act conjointly with the committee 
of the Senate. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. 





























Is it a 


there some specific object upon which it is pro- 
posed to act? 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
temporary purpose only. 
Mr. T bm PSON. What is that purpose ? 

Mr, HOUSTON referred to the remarks he had 
already submitted, and said, that beyond the ex- 


It is, as | understand, for a 





tleman from Mississippi, [Mr. ‘THompson. } 

Mr. WHITE. 1 hope the resolution will be 
laid aside. 

The SPEAKER... The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Warre) is entitled to the floor. The 


it can be laid aside informally. 

Mr. HOUSTON objected. 

Mr. WHITE then moved that the further con- 
sideration of the resolution be postponed until 
Monday next. 



















Is ihe motion debatable? 
The SPEAKER. (It is not. 


then taken, and decided in the negative—ayes 60, 
noes 70. 
Se the House decided that the consideration of | 
the subject should not be postponed. 
‘The question recurring on concurring in the res- 
olution of the Senate— 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said, he could 
not see the objection to the passage of the resolu- 
tion which seemed to have struck the minds of | 
some members of the House. 
proposition that the Committees on Public Baild- 
ings, of the House and of the Senate, should act 
conjointly, Surely the House did not, by con- 
curring in the resolution, commit itself toany prop- 

_ osiuion that might be submitted by the committee. 
Therefore, so far as the proposition itself was 
concerned, he could see no objection to its adop- 














communication comes up in the regular order of || 
business. By the unanimous consent of the House, || 


passed a resolution to that effect, and this commit- || 


| lay that motion on the table. 


| ative. 
preposition to make this a joint committee, or is || 
| table. 


| 


| Senate with an amendment, was taken up for con- 
| sideration, and the said amendment, striking out 


| 


| 
| 





It was simply a || 


1 || favorable consideration of the House. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, demanded the pre- 


| vious question, which was seconded, and the main 


Mr. HOUSTON was understood to say, that all |) 


question was ordered, being on the adoption of the 
following resolution moved by Mr. Houston: 
Resolved. That the House concur in the order of the 


| Senate of the 28th of May, 1850, and thatthe committee on 


' 
' 


| gert with the same committee of the Senate. 


|| agreed to. 


| the words “Ist of January, 1850,” and inserting in 


| lien thereof the words, ** 25th April, 1848,” was 


planation there given, he could, he thought, say || concurred in—ayes 85, noes not counted. 


nothing calculated to give satisfaction to the gen- || 


. : | in full force from and after the first day of October next suc- 
The question, ‘* Shall the consideration of the 


subject be postponed until Monday next?’’ was || 


| 


| 













tion, if it were anything good—nor even if it were 
anything bad. 

ut ifthe object were such as had been repre- 
sented here to-day, then he concurred entirely in 
the views which had been expressed by the gen- 
veman from South Carolina, [Mr. Woopwaarp.] 
He (Mr. 8S.) thought that the opinion had jong 
and generally prevailed here, that this Chamber 
was unfit for the purpose for which it had been 
built; that it was —absolutely and indis- 
















structed in which the pw 


| 


penaably necessary—that a Hall should be con- 


| Richard H. Barrett, having been returned from 
| the Senate with an amendment, inserting in the 


Public Buildings of the House be authorized to act in eon- 
The question was taken, and the resolution was 
Mr. GOTT moved to reconsider the vote and to 

The question was taken, and decide@ in the affirm- 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 


The House bill, entitled An act for the relief. of 
Jacob Zimmerman, having been returned from the 


The House bill, entitled An act to provide for 
the récording of conveyances of vessels, and for 
other purposes, having been returned from the 
Senate with an amendment, came up in its order 


| for consideration. 


The amendment was read, as follows : 


“Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That any person not 
being an owner, who shall on the high seas wilfully, with 


| intentto burn or destroy, set fire to any ship or other ves- 
| sel, or otherwise attempt the destruction of such ship or 
other vessel, being the property of any citizen or citizens of 


the United States, or procure the same to be done, with the 
intent aforesaid, and being thereof lawfully convicted, shall 


| suffer imprisonment to hard labor for a term not exceeding 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, (to the Chair.) || 


vation of the circumstances.” 


ten years nor Jess than three years, according to the aggra- 
“Seo, 8. And be it further enacted, That this actshall be 


ceeding.” 


On motion by Mr. GRINNELL, the House 
concurred in the amendment of the Senate. 


House bill No. 71, being an act for the relief of 


bill the words, “in the St, Augustine district, in 
the State of Florida,’’ said amendment was con- 
sidered and concurred in. 


JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN ARKANSAS. 


Senate bill No. 18, entitled *‘An act to divide 
the district of Askansas into two judicial districts,”’ 
being read by its title, with a view to its commit- 
ment— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
bill be put upon its passage. He said, it had 
passed the Senate several times—he believed ‘this 
was the third time. It had come to this House, 
and been reported back from the committee durin 
the last Congress, and he believed during the 29 
Congress—at any rate, daring the 30th Congress. 
It had failed heretofore for want of time, and noth- 
ing else. He now asked that the House put it 
upon its Nassage, and allow it to be disposed of, 

Mr. DUNHAM moved that the bill be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. : 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
ee aa 76, noes 49. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee on 


blie business could be || the Judiciary. 
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ment. 


Mr. McDONALD said: Mr. Speaker, 
that this bill be put upon its passage, 
doing I desire to offer a few remarks j 
its provisions, believing that if it is und. 
the House no serious objection will be 
is well known that on the adoption of our prese 
land system the compensation of registey 
receivers was fixed by law, in which a per 
upon the amount of money received form 
principal amount of compensation; ang , 
the passage of the Mexican bounty Jang ~ 
no compensation was allowed to 
receivers, for the labor performed im maki; 
locations of warrants issued under aid 
Since the issue of these land warrants alavosi i 
the land taken up has been done with war 
thus depriving these officers of the largest a 
| of their salery. In 1848 a bill was passed author. 


LAND OFFICERS. 


Senate bill entitled “An act 
‘pensation of Registers and Receiver 
*ted States Land Offices for loeati 
* bounty land warrants,” was read a fi; 
ond time by its utle, with a view to 








regulating the com, 

& of the Uni 
ng Mexican 
rat and gee, 
M3 commu. 


I MOve 
and jn 8 
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€Fatood by 
Made, |, 
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ON 


registers and 


g the 
law, 


rants, 
Mount 


izing them to charge fifty cents for each land way. 
rant of one hundred and sixty, located by any age 
signee; but they were still required to locate {any 
warrants for soldiers or their heirs without fee or 
reward. Now, it isa fact that | know of My own 
knowledge, that the labor to be performed by these 
officers in locating land warrants, is nearly three 
times as great as that performed in the entry of 
land with money, and yet the compensation now 
received is much Jess.than habf that received jp 


the case of money entries. 


It has been demon. 


strated by a long series of years, under our Jang 
system, that the amount received by those officers 
for the labor performed in the entry of Jand with 
money, is no more than a fair compensation. And 
this bill proposea nothing more than to give them 
the same compensation for locating land warranis, 
as is received by them in entering land with mo- 
ney, with this difference only, that where the land 
is located by assignees, the fee is to be paid by 
such assignee, but where the location is made by 
the soldier or his heirs, the compensation is male 


out of the Treasury. 


| feel anxious that this bill 


shall pass, as it is but a simple act of justice to 
those officers who have been deprived of a reason- 
able compensation for the labor performed by 
them; and for these reasons | have moved that 


this bill be put wpon its passage. 


If it be referred 


to the Committee on Public Lands, J hope that it 
may be reported back at an early day, so that we 
may act upon it during the present session. 


Mr. BISSELL said be thought this bil) was 
very just and proper, and he sincerly hoped that 
no gentleman would interpose an objection to its 

e. He knew of his own knowledge, as had 
been stated by the gentleman from Indiana, that 
the labor required of the officers of the land offices 
in the entry and loeation of these Mexican land wer- 
rants was very great, much greater than in ordinary 
cases. There was no priticiple of justice or equity 
which required that it should not be paid for. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he did 
not know but he should approve of the bill; but 
he very much disapproved of this habit of passing 
bills without any consideration whatever. He 
moved, therefore, that it be referred to the Com- 


mitteé on Public Lands. 


He, however, waived 


the motion for the present. 
Mr. RICHARDSON considered it very neces- 


sary and proper that this bill, should pass. 


The 


effect of the Mexican bounty land law was this: !o 


the districts in the west an 


southwest where the 


public lands were entered, the officers in the land 
offices who discharged the duties received nothing 
for labor two or three times as great as when 
they were entered with the money ; and their com: 
pensation was in many instances cut down from 
$1,500 and $2,000 to $500. Under this law, the 
duties in these offices were 80 great that each register 
and receiver was required to retain a number 0 
clerks; the salary which he received was not sufi 


cient to compensate him or his 
be difficult to get public office 


erks; aud it would 
re to discharge these 


duties unless the Government paid them, |i was 
true, as had been 


the labor to enter 


that it did 


the 


pb ane 
money. 


gentlemen who bad 
about three times 
with land warrans 


stated by 
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Mr. JONES said, this bill provided, he believed, 
pat the assignee OF the holder, provided he was 
' the soldier, should vay the fee. 
1H RICHARDSON said that a bill had passed 

year ago, allowing the registers and receivers to 
serge fifty cents where the warrants were in the 
bands of the assignee; but they get nothing in case 
they were entered in the name of the soldier. The 
object of the bill was to entitle the officers to the 
game pay where the lands were entered by war- 
rant as where they were entered.with the money. 

Mr. TAYLOR concurred in what had been said 
in regard to the importance of the passage of this 
bill. * He did not intend to detain the House. 

Mr. JONES requested the gentleman from Ohio 
to yield the floor, that the bill might be read. 

Mr. TAYLOR yielded. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. TAYLOR observed, that he merely wished 
»o say a word in concurrence with what had been 
said on the other side of the House, in reference 
io the necessity of the immediate passage of the 
pill. He did so because he had constant applica- 
ions from gentlemen connected with the land of- 
fces of the country—particularly from two or three 
gentlemen in his own town, where the ped pouig 
of southern Ohio were all concentrated and kept. 
The duties of the registers and receivers had been 


there ought to be no hesitation in passing this bill 
without a reference 

He had personal knowledge of the vast amount 
of labor imposed upon the registers and receivers 
in his portion of the country by the transfer of the 
Mexicun, land warrants, without any compensa- 
tion whatever. 
was very well known that they received not over 
five hundred dollars; it was not right that gentle- 
men who purchased these warrants for speculation 


(and it was well known that the greater part of | 


them were purchased by speculators) should, at 


three times the amount of labor on the part of the 
registers and receivers than was necessary for the 
entry of the public lands by money. He trusted 
that the bill would be passed. ; 

Mr. LEFFLER said, he would only trouble the 
House a moment. He wished merely to say 
that the Commissioner of Public Lands having 
had his attention called to the subject, after a full 
examination of a copy of the Senate bill, had 
written a letter to the delegation from lowa, in 
which he endorsed this bili from beginning to end, 
and recommended its passage at as early a day as 
possibie. Iie had not now that letter in his pos- 
session: if it were with him, he would call for its 
reading to the House. 

Mr. CARTTER (Mr. L. yielding) said he 
wished to make an inquiry of the gentleman 
from lowa: had the gentleman heard of any of 
these officers who had resigned for want of pay? 

Mr. LEFFLER replied that he had not. 

Mc. SACKETT said, there was one feature of 
this bili which he thought very objectionable, and 
he would refer the bill to acommuttee for the pur- 
pose of having it amended or modified in that fea- 
lure atleast. {t was this: that in case the lands 
were located in the name of the soldier, the receiver 
or register should be paid out of the Treasury. 
Now he presumed that the effect of this would be 
‘hat every Warrant would be located in the name 
o the soldier by some arrangement that the buyer 
Or assignee would no doubt make. 

Mr RICHARDSON (Mc. S, yielding for ex- 
planation) said, if the gentieman from New York 
nagined that all the public lands hereafter en- 
‘ered by soldiers’. warrants..would be entered 
directly by thesoldier, he was surely mistaken, and 
did uot understand the operation of our land sys- 
tem. A large proportion of the lands located by 
speculators and other buyers would be, as they 

heretofore been, located by warrants assigned 
by the soldier, 

Mt. SACKETT did not know but the gentle- 
man from ilinors might be correct, but he was not 
satisfied of it, But it was reasonable to auppose, 
— ‘o him it was probable that, were ah ae 

wendment adopted as now proposed, the men 
Who purchased these warrants, aud held them in 
“ge hum @rs, would iavent some means by which 


Their salary was very small; it | 
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| of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Canrrenr] an- ging purchased rights, nor involving retroactive 


| had been going on about two years, The fact was, || 


| 





they could ve located in the name of the soldier, 


‘hough they were in fact for sumebody else. 
Another point: He had not yet heard 


the inquiry 


'swered in the affirmative; he had not heard any 
preiiemen say he knew of any case in which these | 


| an increase of their compensation 


| priation, nor come within the rule referred to. He 
| therefore overruled the point of order. 

very greatly increased, as had been said by the || 
genieman from Indiana; and it seemed to him that || 


| be sent to the appropriate committee, and be re- | 


e | of such usual charges, enhanced in value. 
the cost of only fifty cents, have the benefit of || 


| 
| 


i 


|| chased rights. 
| means be confined to them. 





| assignors, to the extent of the diminished value, || 
| for to that extent, without fault of theirs, the con- || 


| legislation, nor depriving, even partially, the poor 
soldier of the privilege expressly stipulated to be 
given him by the law, wader which he-may have 
enlisted. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said that he did 
that it was an additional duty, to continue only || not care a great deal whether the bill before the 
three or four years, distributed among the various || House passed or not. But he was satisfied, that 
land offices throughout the United States; and being || if the debate should be continued much longer, 
temporary in its nature, he saw no necessity for | there was no hope that the business on the Speak- 
| er’s table could be got through with to-day, He 
Mr. SEDDON said he knew very little, indeed, || presumed that every gentleman had made up his 
upon the subject of this bill. But it struck him, || mind how he intended to vote, and that he would 
that it certainly ought to be referred to the appro- || net be much enlightened by further debate. He 
priate committee, and be considered before it was understood the pending motion to be to refer the 
acted upon. bill. 

Mr. KAUFMAN interposed, and raised the || The SPEAKER. That is the motion now be- 
point of order, that this bill, involving an appro- || fore the House. 
priation of money, must, of necessity, go to the || Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, was under- 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || stood to say, he had made, or indicated, the motion 
and that it could neither be discussed nor acted || torefer. At all events, he hoped the gentleman 
upon in the House until it was returned from that || from Arkansas [Mr. Jounsox} would allow the 
committee. The second section (he said) made a || motion to be received. 
very large appropriation, Mr. JOHNSON, indicating his willingness that 

The SPEAKER (after examination of the bill) || the motion should be made— I 
said it did not, in his opinion, contain an appro- || Mr. THOMPSON said, he moved that the bill 
|| be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I call for the previous ques- 
tion. The House can decide as it pleases. 

Mr. STRONG, (to the Speaker.) What is the 
motion of reference? 
ported, before it received the favorable considera- || The SPEAKER. 
tion of the House. As he understood it, it involved || tee on Public Lands. 
an unjust and most objectionable principle. By || The question was then taken on seconding the 
the law granting bounty land to the soldiers in || demand for the previous question, and there was a 
the Mexican war, it was expressly stipulated || second, 
their warrants should not be subject to any fees || And the main question was ordered, and being 
or charged to the land officers, when used to enter || taken, the bill was referred to the Commitiee on 
land. The soldiers received the warrants with || Public Lands. 
that understood privilege of exemption from all || After the decision had been announced— 
such charges, and the warrants were, tothe extent || Mr. LEFFLER™ submitted that he had called 
A very || for a division before the result was announced. 
large number of such warrants had been sold, and Some conversation followed. 
the purchasers had, of course, paid forthem with || The SPEAKER said, the Chair had not heard 
the understanding thatsuch exemption had attached || the gentleman, but intimated that he could attain 
to them, at a price enhanced by that advantage. || his object by moving a reconsideration of the vote 
To impose such charges now, would be directly to || referring the bill to the Committee on Public 
depreciate in the hands of the assignees, to an ex- || Lands. 
tent corresponding with such charges, the value || Mr. LEFFLER did not make the motion, 
of the warrants purchased by them. This would || The following bills from the Senate were sever- 
be by retroactive legislation to strip them of a | ally read a second and third time by their titles, 
right for which they had fairly paid. It would be || and referred, as indicated below, viz: 
hard and unjust. Assignees are not a class who | An act for the relief of H. J. McClintock, Har- 
hold a very favorable estimation in the considera- || rigon Gill, and Mansfield Carter. Referred to the 
tion of the House, and they certainly are no fa- Committee on Indian Affairs. 
vorites of mine Sull they are entitled to justice, | An act for the relief of Captain Nathan Adams, 
to the preservation, in full validity, of their pur- || of Tennessee. On motion by Mr. THOMAS, re- 
But, sir, the injury will by no }| ferred to the Committee of Claims. 


It might, perhaps, || An act for the relief of Simon Greenleaf. 
be doubted whether you would not entitle the || ferred to the Judiciary Committee. 


assignees to go back against the soldiers, their 


and officers had resigned for want of pay, although 
this process of entering*by bounty land warrants | 


The second section of the bill was read. 
Mr. SEDDON contended, that the bill ought to || 





It is to refer to the Commit- 





Re- 


MEXICAN WAR-—EXTRA PAY. 


The joint resolution from the Senate for reste- 
sideration for which they have paid will have || ring the settlement of the three months’ extra pay 
failed. But, admitting this to be a strained appli- || claims to the accounting officers of the Treasury, 
cation of a well-known legal principle, it is at || coming up in order, was read a first and second 
least clear that all soldiers who still hold. war- || time by its title, with a view to its commitment; 
rants, (and there are numbers who have neither when, 
entered lands nor sold their warranis,) will imme- || Messrs. BURT and HARALSON simuitane- 
diately have the market value of their warrants || ously addressed the Chair. 
diminished to the extent of the charges to be im- || The SPEAKER recognized the gentleman from 
posed by this bill. You show in the bill itself a |; South Carolina, ' 
consciousness that the privilege of entry without Mr. BURT—who asked that the bill might be 
charge cannot be rightfully taken from the soldier, || read. ; 
for, when he makes the entry in person, a provis- Mr. HARALSON had risen (he said) for the 
ion is made for his exemption. But, as is well || purpose of offering an amendment. 
known, in the great majority of cases, the soldier || The bill having been read— ae 
cannot, without expense and sacrifice exceeding Mr. BURT moved to amend it by striking oat 
the benefit of the bounty, make entry in person— || the words “first of July,” and inserting the words 
to make his warrant available, he must sell. But || ‘‘ afier the passage of the joint resolution. 
by incumbering his warrant when sold, you di- Mr. B. said, he would ask that the resolution 
minish its value, and directly strip him in part of might be put upon its passage now. The object 
the paltry pittance of national bounty for which || of ™, he was sure, was 80 apparent as to require 
he fought and bled. This you propose to do in |} little, if any, explanation. He did not wish to 
the face of the direct stipulations of the bounty || take up the ume of the House with any remarks, 
bill, that his warrant should be free from such || but if any gentleman desired an explanation, he 
charge or disadvantage. . (Mr. B.) wasprepared to give it. 

Mr. Chairman, I haye no disposition to pursue Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquired the 
a harsh or illiberal course to the land officers. If reqpane for the change contemplated by the joint 
they do not receive proper compensation fpr their || resoluuion, 
spetines. let them “ a = by all means. Mr. BURT said, that prior to the year 1848, 
I will cheerfully give my aid to such a measure of || these duties had all been discharzed by the ac- 
justice; but let their compensation be from the || counting officers of the Treasury. hen the 
publie Treasury, or in some other way, not infrin- || three months extra pay was given to the soldiers 
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of the Mexican war, such were the duties of the 
accounting officers of the Treasury that it was seen | 
that (hey could not pay the claims with the prompt- | 


the Pay Department was allowed to retain a cer- 
tain number of officers. The joint resolution sim- | 
ply proposed to restore to the accounting officers 

of the Treasury the duties they performed prior 


to the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Tuomp- 
s0n,} und to the House, that the accounting officers 
of the Treasury had now the duty of investigating 
and deciding upon all claims for arrears of pay. 
These officers had so far discharged their duties as 
to be in a condition to dispose of the few remain- 
ing claims for extra pay without interfering with 
their other duties. The number of these cases | 
originally was from eighty to one hundred thou- | 
sand, There remained only some twelve or thir- | 
teen thousand unpaid, and these embraced all | 
the cases of the deceased soldiers of the army. | 
Certain officers engaged in this duty would be dis- | 





















would return to their appropriate duties. ‘There 
would, therefore, be actual economy in the passage 
of the resolution. 
lt no gentlemen desired to speak to the resolu- 
tion, as he presumed that none did 
Mr. JONES. 1 desire to make a few remarks. | 
Mr. HARALSON obtained the floor. 
Some conversation followed as to the right | 
thereto. 
















marks. He advucated the bill as, in itself, excel- 
lent in its provisions. The claims which had grown 
out of the war in Mexico were of three or four 
clasees. Some of these claims were for lands, 
and were payable at the Pension Office. Then 
there were claims for arrearages of pay, which | 
were audited and settled at the office of the Sec- 
ond Auditor. The claims for ‘the three months’ 
extra pay under the resolution of 1848, were set- 
tled at the Pay Department. 
great press of business in the office of the Second 
Auditor, this last branch was taken away from his 
office, and was trensferred to the Pay Department, 
for the purpose of having these claims settled more 
expeditiously. 

Ve have ll told, sir, by the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Burr,} that all these claims, 
but about ten. or twelve thousand, have been set- 





























sull remain unsettled will be transferred to the 
Second Auditor. So that this officer will have the 







the settlement of the three months’ extra pay ac- 
counts, Now, sir it is very desirable that all 
these accounts should be settled by the same offi- 
cer, Gentlemen who bave charge of these claims 
are now subjected to great trouble and inconve- 
nience, on account of the great number of claims 
and the different offices in which they are to be 
adjusted. If all these claims are settled in one 
office, great facility would be given to their ad- 
justment, and the convenience of those members 
of Congress who have charge of them would be |! 
consulted, 

I desire, Mr. Speaker, to make this resolution 
more perfect. There is one class of claims arising 
out of the late war, that for horses lost in the war, 
which has been greatly neglected. 1 propose, sir, || 
to insert the following as an amendment to this || 
joint resolation: 

























criy jostin the several wars, shall be transferred fiom his || 
office to the office of the Second Auditor of the Treasury.” || 


On this proposition, sir, | propose to make a few 
remarks, for the purpose of explanation. 
The CHAIR intimated that the amendment was 
not now in order, 
ae HARALSON then = that he would, 
whenever i was proper to do so, pro this 
amendment, and for fear he should on euntetl in | 
obtaining the floor again, he would now make a | 
few remarks in ition of his object. 
Now, (said Mr. H.,) if mya ment should 
‘adopted, all these claims will be transferred 
the office of the Third Auditor to the office 
of the Second Auditor, In the Third Auditor’s 
Office, Lam sorry to say that there appears but 
lide chance that they will ever - Itwill 
be sufficient for me to say, that hitherto all these 


i! 


| 

















charged if this resolution passed, whilst others || 





nude necessary todo entire justice to the claimants. || ‘ 
In consideration of the periormance of the duty, || been sent to that Auditor, and, when complaints 
|| have been made of the delay in receiving an an- 








claims for horses lost in the Mexican War may 
he assimilated to the subjects of the tomb—they 
have gone ‘to that bourn from which no traveler 
returns.’’ Time after time, these applications have 


swer, the only reply has been, that there is not suf- 


ficient force in the office of the Auditor to examine 
1 


1} 


10 the passage of the law in 1848. He would say || 


these claims. Some of them, I am told, have been 
waiting these two years for an adjustment. But 


'| for this delay, which seems to me to be most pro- 


| tracted and unreasonable, all these claims might 


|| ment of these claims does not appear to have 


| this officer. 


have been long since settled. Many of these 
claimants would have been much better off, had 
they had noclaim on the Government at all, be- 
cause the expenses they have been subjected to by 
these delays have greatly exceded the value of the 
property for which compensation was asked. 
Some time since, Mr. Speaker, we were told that 
there was not sufficient force in the Third Aud- 
itor’s Office to bring up the mass of business in 
arrear. Application was then made to the House 
for an increase of force. The Committee of Ways 
and Means reported a provision granting the addi- 
tional force which was asked for,and the Congress 
adopted the provision. But, notwithstanding this 
new force was given to the Auditor, the settle- 
ro- 
ceeded a whit the more rapidly. Ido not wish to 
be understood as intending to cast any censure on 
My only object, sir, is to have this 


| class of claims placed where they may stand the 


Mr. HARALSON then proceeded with his re- || 


same chance of being settled as others. 
Mr. BURT rose to a point of order, but yielded to 
Mr. EWING, who raised the point of order 


| that the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Hararson] 


was not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has ruled the 
amendment of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
Haratson] to be out of order. The House is 


| now in the House, and not in Committee of the 


On account of the || 


Whole on the state of the Union. It is not in 
order, therefore, to discuss the amendment. 

Mr. HARALSON. Well, then, I will say 
nothing on that branch of the subject, hoping that 
I may have an opportunity, when in order, to ex- 
plain the amendment. It is, however, in order 
for me to say, that itis highly desirable that the 
claims should be prosecuted all in the same office, 


| where they may be expected to be acted upon 


tled in the Pay Department, and that those which || 


with some reasonable promptness. 
Mr. JONES remarked, that he had very few 


words to say in relation to this joint resolution. 


| He believed that it proposed simply, that the 


paid, 
j . . 

“ And that so much of the duties of the Third Auditor as | tary Affairs said, that only some twelve or thirteen 
relates to the settlement Of claims for horsesand ower prop- || thousand cases, 


|| Treasury Department should have the settlement 
charge of all these unsettled claims, in addition to \ 


and payment of claims for extra pay of the officers 
and soldiers who had served during the war with 


‘|| Mexico. Then, at the very outset, the title of the 

| resolution was wrong, because the Treasury De- 
'| partment never had the duty of paying these 
|| claims. 
|| extra pay was approved about the J9th of July, 
| 1848, and on the 29%h July, a joint resolution 
|| was approved, directing the payments to be made 
|| to the persons interested by the Paymaster’s De- 
| partment. 


The law authorizing the allowance of 


One reason was, that the paymasters 
might be ordered to different points in the differ- 


| ent States, so as to facilitate the payments to the 


officers and soldiers within these neighborhoods. 
After that, they were all to be paid under the reg- 


|| ulations of the pay department in this place. That 


duty had been discharged up to this time. The 
claims, whenever presented, had been promptly 
The chairman of the Committee onMili- 


out of eighty to one hundred thou- 
sand, were outstanding, and it was proposed that 
these claims shoulil be transferred from the Pay 
Department to the office of the Second Auditor of 


the Treasury. What would be the effect of this 
change? New regulations would have to be made, 
|| new blanks would have to be printed, new instruc- 
tions to be given, new modes of proof would be 
required, and thus the whole matter would be 
thrown into confusion. 


The chairman of the Committee on Military 


|| Affairs [Mr. Burt] had said that some of the offi- 


cers in the Pay Department would go out if the joint 


resolution passed. 


If a law were passed now re- 


ducing the number of ee we must still 


keep on the Paymaster 
sistant pay masters, &c. 
inv 
with 


eneral’s office here, as- 
The claims would come 
slow, and would not interfere in the least 
¢ business of the Paymaster’s Department. 
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Mr. BURT stated that there were now a od 
uty paymaster general, one paymaster, and ne 
clerks charged with this special duty, ss Our 

. ’ that 
two of these clerks would be discharged, anq 
others sent to their appropriate duties, if this ; the 
resolution should be adopted. Jing 

As to the objection about new blanks, 
did not expect that the gentleman would har 
made such an argument. e begged also to . e 
that the gentleman’s exception to the title of th : 
bill was not valid. The gentleman knew th , 
three months’ aun ee was allowed—and ther i 
was then the duty of the accounting officers aa 
Treasury to pay the claims; and that the ac; a 
1848 devolved that duty from the aceountins off 
cers, upon the Pay Department of the army, He 
(Mr. B ) repeated, that the cases which remained 
unpaid embraced those of all the deceased soldier. 
and it would be necessary to keep the Pay ,. 
partment charged with the duty of PAYINg these 
claims until, by law, that duty was transferred to 
the accounting officers. These cases of deceased 
soldiers might be presented at a remote Period: 
very many of them never would come in: and he 
was sure this House, if they would for a momen, 
look at the question, would see that it was a dy 
from which the Pay Department should be dis. 
charged, and that it should be tutned over to the 
present corps of bureau officers who were charged 
with the investigation of all similar cases.  ~ 

Mr. JONES said he thought the gentleman 
from South Carolina, by examining the two laws, 
would see that but ten days elapsed, from the 
passage of the law allowing this three months’ ex. 
tra pay, to the passage of the law by which the 
Pay Department were required to discharge these 
services. He would venture to say, then, that 
not ten cases of extra pay—perhaps not a solitary 
case—had been paid by the accounting officers of 
the Treasury Department, but that they had all 
been audited and paid by the Pay Departmen, 
Many or nearly all of the cases outstanding, he 
thought, would be found to be the cases of persons 
who had removed from their former places of resi- 
dence to Oregon, California, and other parts of 
the United States, and whose claims had not, there- 
fore, been presented. Eke could not see the ne- 
cessity, as he had before said, when the cases were 
nearly all paid, when the people throughout the 
country understood the arrangement, as it now 
existed, when the Pay Department was acquainted 
with these cases—having audited nearly al) of 
them, and when that Pry Department must be 
kept in existence—of taking them from that de- 
partment, and throwig them upen one which was 
already overburdened with business. ; 

Mr. EWING briefly supported the bill. He 
said that the outstanding claims for extra pay 
were comparatively few, and eame in only at in- 
tervals, perhaps of several days. ‘The officers of 
the Pay Department ought to have been re- 
lieved of this duty long since, so as to have been 
placed at stations where they might be pesforming 
more important duties. It was true, as had been 
asserted by his colleague, (Mr. Jones,] that they 
did not propose to discharge any of the officers of 
the Pay Department from the service of the Gov- 
ernment upon the passage of this bill, but they did 
propose to diffuse them—to put them at pyints 
where they would be of service, He alluded 
the fact, that a bill similar to this had_ previously 
been carefully considered by the Military Com- 
mittees in both Hous+s, and had been favorably 
reported upon. : ns 

The advantage of changing the place of auditing 
these claims, from the Pay Department to the Sec- 
ond Auditor, would be great to the persons who 
presented the claims; because, if they were to be 
passed upon at one office, one set of ges would 
answet; whereas they were now ob iged to pro- 
cure two sets of proofs. If the transfer were made, 
the claim for regular pay being allowed, the extra 
pay would follow as a matter of course, and no 
new or additional proof would be required. He 
trusted, therefore, that the House would pass the 
resolution. . ; 

He concluded by moving the previous question. 

Mr. HARALSON appealed to the gentieman 
from Tennessee to withdraw the demand for the 
previous question, to allow him to offer an amend- 


te - : 
The SPEAKER statedjthat it would not be in 
order for the gentleman from Georgia to offer an 
amendment, even if the demand for the previous 


&c., he 
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ee entleman from South Carolina [Mr. Burr] 
should have been disposed of. 

Some conversation followed, 

The question, being upon seconding the demand 
for the previous question, was taken, and the vote 
war—ayes 56, noes 25. - No quorum. 

The question was again taken, (by tellers,) and 
the vote was—ayes 51, noes 39—still no quorum. 

Mr. DOTY’moved that there be a call of the 


Ape question was taken, and decided in the af- 


frmative. 

So a call of the House was ordered. 

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

He had gone some distance on his way, when— 

Mr. D. moved (a quorum being manifestly pres- 
ent) that all further proceedings on the call be dis- 
ensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So all further proceedings on the call of the 
House were dispensed with. 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previous question. 

There was a second—ayes 67, noes 51. 

And the main question (being first on agreeing 
to the amendment of Mr. Burr) was ordered to 


S be now taken. 


Mr. JONES moved that the bill and amendment 
be laid upon the table. ; , 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative, without a division. 

So the bill and amendment were not laid on the 
table. , 

The question then recurred, and was taken, on 
the amendment of Mr. Burr, and decided in the 
affirmative, without a division. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

Mr. JONES moved to amend the title of the bill, 
by striking out the word “ restoring,”’ and insert- 
ing “ directing;” for (said Mr. J.) the accounting 
officers never had the payment of the claims at all. 

Mr.CONRAD. How will the title then read? 

The Clerk read the title as it would be if 
amended. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

And the title, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. BURT moved a reconsideration of the vote 
on the passage of the joint resolution, and that that 
motion be laid upon the table. 

Mr. HARALSON intimated his intention, if 
the motion to reconsider should prevail, to offer 
the amendment he had indicated. 

The question, ‘* Shall the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table 2”? was then taken. 

The affirmative vote was 55. 

Mr. BURT called for tellers. 

The SPEAKER counted the negative vote, and 
announced that no quoram had voted. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Pecx and 
FRIEDLEY were appointed. 

The question was then again taken, and the 
vote stood—ayes 62, noes 54. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the table. 


PRIVATE BILL. 


The act for the relief of Joseph Williams 
coming up in order for ‘reference, was read a first 
and second time ‘by its title. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, after a word or 
two of explanation, asked that the bill be read 
through with a view to be put upon its passage. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. OTIS moved its reference to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he hoped the bill would 
be passed. The Government, as he understood, 
would lose nothing, and the case was that of a 
private who was suffering for the want of the 
passage of the bill. 

Mr. OTIS adhered to his motion. 

Mr. EWING asked that the report of the com- 
mittee might be read. 

It was accordi read. 

Mr. THOM N, of Mississippi, said it 
seemed to be a plain case. He thought the bill 
ought to be allowed to pass. 

r. EWING hoped the gentleman from Maine 
would withdraw his notion to refer. 

Mr. HUNTER inquired of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Ewine,] if the effect of the bill 


would not be to give two tracts of land for one 
certificate? et 


ii ac gue dl he conic.) i -eeneeneaene Lae a 
n were withdrawn, until the amendment of Mr. EWING replied in the negative, and in a 











few words further explained the bill, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





i 


ji 


The question, upon seconding the demand for 
the previous question, was taken, and the vote 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania said he || was—ayes 90, noes 12—no quorum. 


thought the bill had better go to a committee. | 


The question of reference was taken, and the 
vote stood ayes 37, noes 70—no quorum. 

Tellers were asked and ordered. 

Mr. STANLY inquired of the Speaker, if this 
bill had been referred to any committee of this 
House ? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 


Mr. EWING said it had been referred to a |) 


committee in the Senate. 

The question was again taken, and the vote was— 
ayes 53, noes 56—still no quorum. 

Mr. DOTY moved that there be a call of the 
House. 


Mr. HARALSON moved that the House ad- 


journ. 


Mr. JONES inquired in what condition the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table would be left, in case 
the House were now to adjourn? 

The SPEAKER replied, that it would not come 
up again, under the present suspension of the rules, 
until Monday; though it would be in the power of 
a majority to reach it in the regular order of busi- 
ness at any time. 

The ayes and nays were asked and ordered 
upon the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. HARALSON withdrew the motion. 

Mr. TOOMBS renewed it, 

The yeas and nays were again asked and or- 
dered. 

Tho question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative—yeas 26, nays 147. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. OTIS now withdrew his motion to refer | 


the bill to the Committee on Public Lands, assign- 
ing as his reason, that he was induced to do so by 
having heard the report of the committee read. 

So the question recurred on ordering the bill to 
a third reading. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I thought the gentle- 
man from Maine (Mr. Oris] called for the reading 
of the report? 

The SPEAKER. Notso. The gentleman re- 
ferred to a report which had been read. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, Oh! had been read. 

The SPEAKER. Yes. 

The question was then taken, and having been 
decided in the affirmative— 

The bil) «as read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. FOWLER moved a reconsideration of the |! 


vote, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 
Ordered accordingly. 


JUDICIARY OF OHIO. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled *‘ An act to 
regulate the terms of the District Court of the 
United States for the district of Ohio,’? was read 
a first and second time by its title, with a view to 
its commitment. 

Mr. SCHENCK said, the bill merely changed 
the time of holding the circuit and district courts 
of Ohio: he wished the House would pass it with- 
out delay. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said it 
wae a mere alteration of the time of holding the 
courts: he hoped the bill would be put upon its 
passage. : 

Mr. ANDERSON moved the following amend- 
ment: ‘ 

“ Be it further enacted, That the time of holding the Dis- 
trict Court uf the United States for the Eastern District of 


Tennessee, be changed to the 34 Monday of May, instead 
of the time now fixed by law.” 


Mr. SCHENCK appealed to the gentleman 
from Tennessee not to press his amendment, on 
the ground that—the bill having paased the Sen- 
ate if an amendment were adopted it must ne- 
cessarily be returned to that body, and further de- 
lay would ensue. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, raised the 
point that the amendment was not relevant, and 
therefore not in order, 

The SPEAKER sustained the point of order, 
and ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. THOMPSON ,» of Pennsylvania, moved the 
previous question. 

Mr. JONES inquired if it would be in order to 
move a suspension of the rules, to allow his col- 
league [Mr. AnpeRrson] to offer his amendment? 

an feos Sian it would not be in 
order, as the House were ing under a 
suspension of the tules. aie 
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Mr. SCHENCK called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Hissanp 
and Unperwiie were appointed. 

The question was again taken, and the tellers 


| reported—ayes 96, noes 30. 


So there was a secorid. 

The main question wes ordered,and, being 
taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

The bill having been read, 

The question was stated to be upon its passage, 

Mr. McCLERNAND inquired of the Speaker 
whether the bill was open to amendment? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. FOWLER moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

Ordered accordingly. 


BRANCH MINT AT NEW YORK. 
The bill from the Senate, entitled “* An act to es- 


| tablish a branch mint of the United States in the 


city of New York, and a branch mint and an 


}assay office at San Francisco, in California,” 
| coming up in order, was read by its title with a 


view to commitment, 

The bill having been twice read by its title, 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that it be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and that it be printed. 


Mr. BAYLY. I move that the bill be referred 


| to the Committee of Ways and Means; for to that 


committee the bill appropriately belongs. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I hope that the motion of the 
| gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bari) will not 
| prevail. It is known that, at an early period in 
| the present session, a bill of a similar character 
| was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
| Means. That committee never saw fit to report 
| it back. Let this bill take a similar direction, and 
| the great probability is that we shall never hear of 
| itagain, | appeal to its friends on both sides of 
| the Chamber, to sustain the motion | have made 
| to refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 

the state of the Union. There is an urgent neces- 
| sity for its passage. It has been sent to us from 
| the Senate, and has been lying here upon the 
Speaker's table some five or six weeks. [ will 
not enter at this time into any discussion. 1 will 
merely express the hope that the motion I have 
made will be sustained by the House. And on 
that motion I call for the previous question. 
| Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, desired to say a 
| word. 
| Mr. BRIGGS adhered to his motion. 


| 


Mr. BAYLY hoped he might be permitted to 
say a word. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman with- 
draw the demand for the previous question? 
| Mr. BRIGGS. 1 cannot withdraw it. 
| Mr. BAYLY. Then I hope the House will 
| vote it down. 
| Mr. MOORE, (to the Speaker.) Is it in order 
to move that there be a call of the House? 
The SPEAKER. The motion is in order. 
Mr. MOORE. 1 make it. 
Mr. JONES. I believe a motion to adjourn 
will have priority over the motion for a call of the 
House. 
The SPEAKER. It will. 
Mr. JONES. I move that the Houseadjourn. 
The yeas and nays were asked, but the call was 
withdrawn. ; 
The question on the motion of Mr. Jonzs was 
then taken, and decided in the negative. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 
The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Moons, that there be a call of the House. 
The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative, 
So a call of the House was refused. 
The question then recurred on seconding the 
demand of Mr. Briees for the previous question. 
Mr POTTER asked the Speaker to state what 
the question would be. ; 
TheSPEAKER. Ifthe demanil for the previous 
uestion should be seconded, it will bring the 
ouse, first, to a vote on the motion of reference 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. If that motion should be rejected, the 
next question will be on the reference to the 
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Committee of Ways and Means. And if that mo- 
tion should be rejected, the next question will be 


on the third reading of the bill. | 


The question was then taken on the demand for || 


the previous question, and there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered, and, hav- | 
ing been taken (first on the motion of Mr. Brices) | 
and decided in the affirmative, 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid on the table. 

Ordered accordingly. 

Senate bill, entitled *“* An act for the relief of 
Cincinnatus Trousdale and John G. Connelly, of | 
Arkansas,”’ coming up in order, was read a first 
and second time by its title. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked that it || 
raight be put upon its passage. 

Mr. FOWLER inquired whether the bill had 
been before any committee of the House. 

The SPEAKER said it had not. It was a Sen- 
ate bill. 

Mr. FOWLER hoped it would be referred to 
the appropriate committee. 

Mr, JOHNSON moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FOWLER inquired of the Speaker, whether | 
that was the proper reference? 

Mr. JOHNSON. 1 moved the re‘erence to that 
committee because I supposed it to he the appro- || 
priate one. If the gentleman from Massachusetts | 
[Mr. Fow rer] can designate a more appropriate || 
reference, I am willing that the bill shall take that 
direction. 

Mr. FOWLER. Ido not object to the refer- 
ence moved if, in the judgment of the Chair, it is 
the proper reference. 

The SPEAKER said, it was the appropriate | 
reference. 

Mr. FOWLER. 1! do not object, then. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Senate bill, entitled ‘* An act making an appro- 
priation for a custom-house at Bangor, in the State 
of Maine,” was read a first and second time by 
its title, and, on motion by Mr. BAYLY, referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


COLT—-MORSE. 


The joint resolution from the Senate for the re- | 
lief of Samuel Colt and B. F. Morse, coming up 
in order, was read a first and second time by its 
title. 

Mr. JONES. I move its reference to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

The bill was then read throuch. 

Mr. STANLY said, he hoped the bill wou!d not 
go to the Committee of Ways and Means. It did 
not belong’ there, as he understood. ‘The facts of 
the case were, that the Sultan of Turkey had made | 
these ‘presents to two of our countrymen for their 
inventions—to Mr. Morse for his mugnetic tele- || 
graph, and to Mr. Colt for hisimprovement in fire- 
arme. He hoped the bill would not be referred, 
buat put upon its passage at once. 

Mr, CARTTER inquired if the bill was open to || 
amendment? 

The SPEAKER replied, that it was not at this 
time, as a motion to refer was pending. 

Mr. CARTTER gave notice, that when amend- 
ments should be in order, he should move one to | 

rovide for remitting the duty upon all iron which | 
had been converted into ploughs. | 

Mr. MORSE eaid, he hoped the bill, or rather | 
the joint resolution, would not be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. It was as well | 
understood by every member of the House now, | 
as it could possibly be after a reference and a re- || 
port from a committee; and every member was as 
well prepared to vote upon it now as he would be | 
six months hence, It was very well known that i 
the Sultan of Turkey had made presents to two of H 
cur countrymen, as an acknowledgment of théir i 
ingenuity. And he realty thought it unwortliy of || 
the House'to be hucketering with gentlemen who, || 
by their genius, had acquired an enviable reputa- 
tion iw foreign countries, in order to make them | 


i} 
1 


| 





pay a few dimes into the Treasury. If Mr. Morse 
and Mr. Colt had been in Europe, and had re- | 
ceived these preserits. there in riis personis, no } 
customn-house officer would ‘have dared to charge || 
duties upon them; but they had been sent to them || 
here. No one supposed that those gentlemen in- | 


| House. 


| Ways and Means. 
| from Delaware as to the amount of duty, he would 
| state that he had been told that the duty on the 














| tended to sell the articles which had thus been pre- 
sented to them; and if a duty were charged, it 


could only be for the purpose of making them 
tributary to this Government,—a thing that would, 
in his judgment, be utterly unworthy of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired of the gentleman 
from Louisiana what was the amount charged 
upon the articles? 

Mr. MORSE said, he knew nothing about the 
amount, nor was ita matter of any consequence. 

Mr, HOUSTON. The gentleman said some- 
thing about a few dimes. 

Mr. MORSE resumed. What he desired to 
say was, that whatever the opinions of individual 
members might be, they were as well prepared to 
vote now as they would be after the subject had 
heen sent to a committee and renorted back to the 
He was himself in favor of the resolu- 
tion, whatever the amount of the duty might be, 
if it were ten thousand, or even fifty thousand 
dollars. And he apprehended there would be no 
serious opposition to its passage; he could see no 
necessity, therefore, for sending it to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, there to remain an indefi- 


| nite length of time, and perhaps never to come 
_back again; for that committee had already an 


accumulation of business before it. Was there a 
man in that House, he would ask, who was pre- 
pared to say that a present made toa citizen of 
this country as a testimonial of his genius should 
be made a source of profit to the Government? 
Mr. JONES rose to a question of order. The 


| bill, or joint resolution, he believed, proposed to 
, make an appropriation out of the Treasury, and 


the rule required that.all bills making annropria- 
tions should go to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER said it would have to go to 


\| the Committee of the Whole hefore final action 
| could be taken upon it by the House. 


It might, 
however, be referred to the Committee of. Ways 
and Means if in the judgment of the House such 
reference was necessary. And the question now 
beine upon the motion to refer to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, it was not in order to dis- 
cuss the merits of the bill upon that motion. 

Mr. MORSE said, he did not intend to discuss 
the merits of the bill, for he thought it was a mat- 
ter that required no discussion. If the rule re- 
quired that it should go to the Committee of the 
whole House on the state of the Union, he would 
move, and he believed that motion was always in 
order, that it be so referred. 

Mr. BAYLY said, that he did not mean to ex- 
press an opinion adverse to this bill; so far from it, 
the present inclination of his mind was favorable 
to it. But the Committee of Ways and Means 
had before it several other propositions of a simi- 
lar character, and it was deemed advisable hy the 
committee that they should all be included in one 
bill, that they should all be put together, and stand 
or fall together. At this late period of the session, 


| it was necessary to economize time and expedite 


For 


the public business as much as possible. 


| these reasons, he hoped it would be the pleasure 


of the House to refer this'bill to the Committee of 
In answer to the gentleman 


snuff-box was five hundred dollars. But he agreed 
with the gentleman from Louisiana, that the 
amount of duty, whatever it might be, could not 
affect the question at all, His only object was to 
send the bill to the Committee of Ways and Means 
for the reasons that he had stated, The gentleman 
was mistaken in supposing that a suspension of 
the rules would be necessary to enable the com- 


mittee to report; on the contrary the rules required, 


that the committees should be called for reports at 
certain periods, though he believed they had not 
been called for the last six weeks. He hoped they 
would be called this very day. 

Mr. SCHENCK inquired of the gpa 
whether the Chair had decided that the bill. must 
go to the Committee of the Whole on the state. of 
the Union? 

The SPEAKER replied, that inasmuch as the 
bill provided for.an appropriation of money to.re- 
imburse certain persons for money paid into the 
Treasury, it must go to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he hoped, then, it would 
go to the Commiitee of the Whole, and not to the 
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concurred in everything that had bee 
gentleman from Louisiana. He kne 
the bill until it made its appearance h 
ing; but he agreed with him in t 
every member of that House on the simple oy 
tion of appropriation contained in the bil! ee 
well prepared to vote now as he would be oF Ne 
months’ delay, and after its refer * 
mittee, and a report from that committee in regard 
to it. The case was simply this: The ingenyi: 
of two of our countrymen, as exhibited in two ay 
portant inventions, had attracted the notice of . 
foreign Government, and a present had been 
to each of them. One of the presents came 
a Government whose people we were in the 
of regarding as being but half civilized, whilst we 
professing to he highly civilized, and of all people 
in the world the most ingenious, were standing 
the threshold of this country and saying, You 
may bring your presents in, but we want to spec. 
ulate a little; we want to make a little pecuniary 
profit out of the ingenuity of our countrymen, io 
take toll as your presents go by, . We, the civil. 
ized and refined people, say to the semi-barbaroys 
You admire the ingenuity of our citizens, do you? 
Very well; while we permit you to show a noble 
generosity and bestow a testimonial of merit Upon 
them, we propose to make a little pecuniary profit 
from the transaction. That is about the amoun, 
of it. 

If the bill (continued Mr. S.) should be referreg 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, it will haye 
to take its chances, and dull enough they are, of 
heing reported back so as to be acted upon hy the 
House. The chairman of the commitiee himself 
stated that the committees had not been called for 
reports for six weeks, but that they ought to be, 
Well, sir, | agree, with him that they ought to be; 
but will they be? Where isthe probability that this 
little bill will fare any betterthan many others, larve 
and small, that have gone their way in different di- 
rections to commitiees of this House? Thisisa 
bill that ovght to pass either by itself or in con- 
nection with others as proposed py ihe chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, and the 
only effect of keeping it back in order to connect 
it with others, will be to hazard the passage of 
this bill, if not of the rest.. Believing this, I think 
it would be better to do all the justice that we can 
by passing this bill, and leave the others to take 
their chances. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, interposed. 

Mr. SCHENCK yielded the floor to 

Mr. STEPHENS, who desired to be informed 
by the Speaker whether it would be in order to 
move a suspension of the rule, which required the 
commitment? 

The SPEAKER. The House is already acting 
under a suspension of the rule, 

Mr. STEPHENS. Will a further suspension 
of the rule be in order? ; 

The SPEAKER... When the House is acting 
under one suspension of the rule, it is not in order 
to move another. 

Mr. CARTTER requested his colleague [Mr. 
Scuencx] to yield the floor for a moment. He 
(Mr..C.) desired to make an.inquiry. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he would move the pre- 
vious question. ‘ : 

Mr. CARTTER hoped, he said, that his col- 
league would indulge him one moment. 

Mr. GREEN also wished the floor a moment. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Scnencn) Does the 
gentleman yield the fluor to his colleague? [Mr 
CartTrTer. ° iced 

Mr, SCHENCK... For inquiry—yes. 

Mr. CARTTER desired to know whether it 
would be in order to move to refer the whwle sub- 
ject to a select committee on snuff-boxes? 

Mr. SCHENCK demanded the previsus ques- 
tion, in the hope, he said, that the motion to refer 


ence to a com. 


of a 
Made 
from 
habit 


to the Committee of the, Whole on the state of the 
Union would be agreed to, anys, 
The demand for the previous tion was sec- 


onded, and the main question (being, first, on ref- 
erence tothe Committee of the Whole on the siate 
of the Union) was ordered to be now. taken. : 

Mr. JONES inquired. whether a motion of rel- 
erence to the Committee of Ways and Means h 
"'iphe SPEAKER seid; the rol 

e said, the rules 

the motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union shal] have precedence. 


prov ided that 
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ry include much of that whiciris subject to annual ngbringad i| In reply to an inquiry by Mr. JON ES— It contained an Appropriation for a particular oe 
for the reason, that it has always been sane te carte | The SPEAKER said, that unanimous consent ject with which the Committee on Public Lands 
on dementias eddeceiees thiwoestith venteiaeh on || would be equivalentto a suspension of the rules, ‘had nothing to do; and, instead of demanding 
hedryest seasons; an 4 . . Tt ; . P ° » . 7 

ed use py id notes as “swamp lands,’? are generally of | and that if no objection were made the bill could an appropriation from the public gern = 

- that character in the dry seasons, and consequently, mostly iT he. aeted upon without commitment. demand was upon the public —_ > iene 
irreclaimable. ee de. he demand was made in a Ys 

. i p plats of Ob ection was ma i because the , . 

- a a de iiatinena Rtamenietenadie seek hoot 1] So'the bill was referred to the Committee of the bill did not necessarily connect itself with —v 

* riana, a9 the West bank of the Mississippi, [ilinuis, along |! Wriole on the state of the Union. duties of the Committee on Public nee He 

"8 the « American bottom,” as it is called, aud Florida ; and ALABAMA RAILROAD. || hoped the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. McCren- 
with the exeeption of the last mentioned 7 very - ate | Siem + ineieatings 1| veel would take his (Mr. M.'s) word when 

on the lands are represented as “ swamp. wis te Ornate = The bill of the Senate, entit e one oe aa | 1, that at the time he made his motion, hea 
the, cone Jn. the, wptee of thn Obd-nm eye, convenbe aut (ease || the right of way and making a grant of land to || he said, that a , ization of the Com- 

ng of ie Fepoeeneey Sine, Speer le chown. d he State of Alabama, in aid of the construction of | did not know what the organizatic 

et cata vi ile atkenveads eres tua akon Mt in th eile Sel , on the Alabama river, to | mittee on Public Lands was. For the purposes 

- “overflowed lads3"? all in the firth tine, and all in the || 9 railroad from Selma, os fo oe h that committee was raised, he was 

» sixth line, except the words “shall be,” at the endvof that || Gunter’s landing, on the Tennessee river. _ || for which tha ore anpropeations 
r line, in the Geek: cection, Ge objach oF, Une Dill wilt, ip. mAr || Mr. COBB, of Alabama, moved that the bill || satisfied with it. But here wer i he did 
le opiuion, be fully obtained, ‘ : I! b fe od bo a Committee on Public Lands. || called for by some fifteen or twenty bills, ( ; 

Very respectfully, your ob’tserv’t, | be velerred: ; |} know what the number exactly was,) to ai 
J. BUTTERFIELD, Commissioner. Mr. MEADE said, that there werea great many || not know w dod constenalde Uf voubty te einale; 
e- Hon. R. W. Jounson, House of Reps. | bills granting public lands for purposes of pub- | companies in a f internal improvement. His 
The bill as it stands (continued Mr. J.) is not ||); improvements. Ele would, therefore, move that oe “—s seven > deprive these epplicante of any 

° . j a . . . . si} . a » 

I. worth apenny. itis altogether a mistake. Ihave || 5. and-other bills ofa similar character be re cerca. o0t-en engnebathessiitentiel es wcaiens- 
ne doubt, as I have said, that it was well designed, | ferred to a select committee. 1) b a ne Unhod Guswepwhicts tied eyuabelatios 
and that its defects:escaped the observation of the ||). SPEAKER. It is out of order to move to i} tions of the Uni a SS abel sideenite 

e Senators. I-shall, therefore, move to refer it to | refer any other bill exeept that before the House; | upon a — — — eadesnene ie 

al j j ; i i ad not an q ws 

, eee ies ee aie rae 8 ee A srttine Oem aabecter borders had a community of interest in its 
iatetidinnddiaedon tad aokeaeaeeeaits Oe eee tai blie ioaie i disposition. e wished to secure to them the 

eae Simemenens ss mmnpantipane 2 bill ee ee th : 1 is bill Id 4 odvantiiies which these bills sougiit to bestow 

it aval. Ido not feel that I can vote for such a bil ) Mr. COBB hoped, he i this bi Angee upon the particular States in which these lands 

P a8 is now beforeus. I desire it to go to the com- || take the same direction as had been given to bi p Sent latih ania gilt dash enideatntiaaremintiinse 
mittee, accompanied by the letter which hias been || of a similar character. as sence tbcaenntinitdies 

‘ 5 7 ~~ * 1 

: Sia ee House tenow novia} Me ee anaes ~ : aioe “~e of the benefits of these lands among al! the States, 

r ths whole matter, but that the House is now HON || select committee, the subject wou receive am roe Setee themmcesitd tunes et white 

: a temper to listen to'me. © 1 demand the previous |) 1), pouch examination than-could be givento it by || instead of confining ; 
question the Committee on Public: Lands, which had other | — — Satciaanen Lert: Sateal 

m . . . e oO 5 ve a 
: The previous question was seconded, and | matters to engage its attention. He hoped that a | le appea in whieh the'public lands lie, 
i i rdered, being first on || ld. be appointed, who would | whether the States in w 
Tha enin rr. aaa i} seater =. neti f the || had notalready derived an advantage from them, 
: the reference. idedvin thet report some general system for the action of the Hl hich had. been denied to the older States of this 
pnaeetition benesentiony: end: decidedoin the }| Hlostae. he said, that the | Union although, when the lands were paid for, 
affirmative, Mr. MeCLERNAND hoped, he said, that the t ; ’ ed on to “eoutributa> thelr 
So the bill was referred. } reference moved by the gentleman from Alabama | the old svete were calle 
ae hit i! de: This House had || proportion’ , 

; ee ened SE tmostyeming wp || [Me veda Ghandi yaaaates upon the Public || if Mr. McCLERNAND (the floor being tempo- 

in theirorder, were severally reada first and second appointed a Standing 






: : id, he would reply to the 
; ir titles, and indi belo : . That committee was authorized to take || rarily yielded to him) said, a ; 
ar ny dhele PA AlreRm an insieale$ mm } iico Nenaidetution measures of this description, and || question of the gentleman from Virginia, who had 
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asked whether the new States had not derived ad- 
vantages from the public lands, which the older 
Siates had not. 
that the people of the new States had to pay a 
dollar and a quarter an acre for all the lands de- 


voted to agricultural purposes, whereas the people | 


of the older States—— 

Mr. MORSE (interposing) said he rose to a 
point of order, which was, that the gentleman from 
Virginia and the gentleman from Hlinois were dis- 
cussing the merits of the bill upon the simple ques- 
uon of reference. 

The SPEAKER said, the Chair regarded the ar- 
gument of the gentleman from Virginia as being 
confined to the question of reference. The gentle- 
man was discussing the propriety of the reference 
of the bill to a select committee, instead of send- 
ing it to a standing commitiee. 


Mr, MEADE (resuming) said, he was obliged | 
in some measure to discuss the merits of the bill, | 
because, if it had any merits, he wished those | 
merits extended more largely than this bill con- | 


templated. Therefore it was that he had moved 
its reference to a select committee. 
recuring to all sections of the country those bene- 
fite end advantages which the bill sought to secure 
for a particular locality, And if it were conatitu- 
tional, expedient or proper, to make these grants 
to the particular Siates where the lands lie; if it 
were right that every State in the Union in which 
there were public lands, should have an appropri- 
ation for the purpose of enabling it to construct 
works of this sort, why then 

Mr. MORSE (again interposing) insisted upon 
his point of order. 





of the bill, and pot to the question of reference; 
and by continuing this course of argument out of 
order, he wae interrupting other necessary busi- 
neas. 


Mr. MEADE. The Speaker has decided that 


J aro in order; I hope, therefore, 1 shall not be in- | 


terrupied,. 


The SPEAKER. There is not a more delicate | 


qnestion that can be presented to the Chair than 
when he is required to determine whether a gen- 
tleman confines himself to the question before the 
House, The Chair thinks that the gentleman 
from Virginia has done so. 

Mr. MEADE (continuing) said, he was not ex- 
tremely solicitous to take this bill from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, but he apprehended that 


his object could only be secured by referring it to || 
a select committee, with the view and understand- | 


ing that the select committee should not, in any- 


measure that they might report, favor any particu- || 


lar section of the country, but bring in a bill pro- 
viding some general system that would be applica- 
ble to all the States, Here was a system proposed 
that was applicable to only half the States of the 
Union—a system which, in the manner in which 
it was attempted to be carried out, would inure 
exclusively to the benefit of the new States. And 
in reply to the remark of the honorable gentleman 
from Iilinois, he would only say, that if the lands 
in his State had been purchased at a dollar and a 
quarter an acre for agricultural purposes, the gen- 
tieman must bear in mind that nine tenths or more 
of those lands were purchased by emigrants from 
the elder States, to which none of these benefits 
were proposed to be extended, They received no 
such aid in their works of internal improvement. 
in his own Sunte there had been expended for 
works of internal improvement, ten or twelve mil- 
lions of dollars, every cent of which had been 
drawn from the pockets of their own citizens. 
They were endeavoring now, by extending their 


improvementa, to afford to the new States the ad- | 
vantage of easy communication with the Atlantic | 
sea-board, The State of Virginia has now a work | 


in progress stretching towards the Mississippi, 
which, if it ever reaches that river, will greatly 
benefit that entire valley, giving to it one of the 
beat ports on the Atlantic, 

Mr. MORSE again rose to a question of order. 
He eaid it certainly. appeared to him that the 
question as to whether this bill should be referred 
to a select committee, or to the Committee on Pub- 
lie Lands, was a very narrow question, and did 
not admit of such latitude of debate as the gentle- 
man from Virginia seemed disposed to take. 

The SPEAKER said, it appeared to the Chair 
that the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia 
were (aking too wide a range. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


He was for || 


The remarks ot the gentleman || 
from Virginia, he said, were directed to the merits || 





i 


\| Public Lands, 
Mr. *“ZILLIAMS remarked, that it must be 


|| «parent to the gentleman from Virginia, that if 
| he persisted in this course of argument, there || 


| would have to be a call of the House. 
| 
| 
i} 


} 


tleman from Virginia, to give way for a moment. 
Mr. MEADE declined to yield the floor. 
|| this time with what he had to say, if he had not 
|| been interrupted. He only intended to hint at the 
|| policy that he shoul. like to see adopted by the 
|| House, instead of this local policy, which was 
|| doing everything for the injury of the older States, 
and nothing for their good. He wished to see a 
general system adopted, bywhich all would be ben- 
efited, in the place of the special legislation that 
was here proposed. He could not consent to see 
the funds of his constituents dissipated in this way. 
Mr. JONES. I rise toa point of order. The 
gentleman, as I think, is discussirg the propriety 
| of the disposition of these lands, and not the pro- 
|| priety of the reference of the bill to a standing or 
| select committee. 
|| The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
|| gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Meape,] that each 
time the point of order has been made, the Chair 
| has recognized its application. The gentleman 
| will confine his remarks to the question of refer- 
|| ence. 
Mr. JONES. Does the Speaker decide 
Mr. MEADE. The gentleman from Virginia 





| 
his seat. 
The SPEAKER said, the remarks of the gentle- 
|| man from Virginia were clearly beyond the range 
of legitimate debate, and out of order. 
Mr. MEADE said, he regretted it was so. 
} certainly did not intend to violate any of the rules 
of order. He had availed himself of that general 
spirit of liberty which pervaded this House and 
the whole nation, to speak his sentiments. One 
| would suppose that the object was to smother up 
|| his remarks, and to prevent them going before the 
‘| country. 
| Mr. JONES. I insist on the question of order. 
| ‘The SPEAKER. The gentleman must con- 
|| fine himself to the question before the House. 
Mr. MEADE. 
Mr.STRONG. I move thatthe House adjourn. 


|| THE CALEB GRIMSHAW. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
j 
| 





| withdraw, to enable him (Mr. McL.) to move a 
|| reconsideration of the vote by which the joint res- 
|| olution providing for the presentation of a gold 
| medal to Captain Cook had been referred to the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
| Mr. STRONG withdrew the motion. 

] Mr. MeLANE made the motion to reconsider. 
| He said that the objection which had been raised 
|| to the resolution, had been made under the im- 
|| pression that the subject had not been before a 
|| committee of this House. The resolution, how- 
|| ever, had been before the Committee on Com- 
|| merce; and that committee had declined to report 
| a separate resolution because this was pending. 
| He hoped the vote would be reconsidered, and 
‘| that, by unanimous consent, the resolution would 
|| be neted upon. 

|| Mr. PRESTON KING understood, he said, 
|| that when a bill or joint resolution made an appro- 
|| priation it must, of necessity, go to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER said, such was the rule of the 
House, and a motion to suspend the rule could 
not now be entertained. But, by unanimous 
consent, the House might order the resolution to 
its third reading without commitment. The Chair 
had so stated, and the gentleman from South Car- 
olina [Mr. Orr} had objected. 

Mr. PR N KING. As the resolution 
has been referred, I think the rules of the House 
had better be observed. 

The SPEAKER. If a motion to reconsider 
should prevail, and objection is made, (as it now 
is,) the resolution would have to be considered in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

So the motion to reconsider was withdrawn. 


| And the House adjourned. 





Mr. MEADE said, he certainly had a right to 
|| show that, by referring the bill to a select com- 
He would say to the gentleman, | mitree, benefits would be attained which would not 


|| be attained if it were referred to the Committee on 


He | 


Mr. Meape] understands, then, that he must take | 


} 
} 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, && w 
presented under the rule, and referred to the = 
propriate committees : e 

By Mr. HIBBARD: The memorial of B. B. 
ing the House to cause im to be employed Sacemen ~ 
prepare for its use a parliamentary manual. sand 

By Mr. GILMORE: The petition of citizens of Oa 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for a modification of the wt 


|} law of 1846. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, asked the gen- || 


| 
i 


' 


He | 


1 move the previous question. || tual settlers not possessed of other lands; which 





Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, asked Mr. S. to || 


| 


| 


|| observed that he should have been through by || 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


|| dient servant, 








By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of 
son Goodwin, praying Congress to grant him a pension aw. 
By Mc. KING, of Massachusetts : The petition of Da 
Pingree and 300 other citizens of Salem, in the ies 2 
Massachusetts, praying for a modification of the tarif la E 

By Mr. EVANS, of Ohio: Four memorials of sitlenne 
Muskingum and Guernsey counties, Ohin, praying Coner, of 
to provide means to remove nl that portion of the Afriess 
race who are ready and willing to emigrate to ® 


“ Af 
omnes them one year, and to provide them a donation et 
lands. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpar, July 22, 1850. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senaty 
the following communication from the Hon. Day. 
1EL WesstTER, which was read: 

Wasninoton, Jub; 2, }8 
To the Hon. Wn. R. Kina, 9 July 22, 1850. 
President pro tem. of the Senate of the United States; 

Fir: T have to request that you will lay betvre the Senate 
the accompanying copy of a communication addressed by 
me to the Governor of Massachusetts. 

With the highest regard, I have the honor to he your obe. 
DANIEL WEBSTER. 


Wasnineton, July 22, 185, 
To his Excellency Geo. N. Dricas, 
ernor of Massachusetts: 

Sir: [have to inform you that Ihave been appointed Ser. 
retary of State for the United States, and that my seat ip 
the Senate will be vacant from this day. 

I have the honor to be, with regard, your Ex e!leney’s 
obedient servant, DANIEL WEBSTER. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. MILLER presented Epaeiiar of R. Bying. 
ton and others, citizens of Warren county, New 
Jersey, asking that Congress will pass a bill pro- 
viding means to remove from our country all that 
portion of the African race now free, and that pro. 
vision may be made for their real wants for one 
year; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition from Lewis 
Masquerier and numerous other cilizens residing 
at Green Point, near the city of New York, ask- 
ing that no new State may be admitted into the 
Union unless the public lands within its limits be 
set apart in limited quantities for the benefit of ac- 


was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition of J. M. 
Bennett and others, citizens of St. Louis, Missou- 
ri, asking that a portion of the public lands may 
be set apart for the benefit of the Hungarian refu- 
gees now residing in the United States; which 


|| was referred to the Committee on the Public 
'| Lands. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the 


| petition of Bethiah Black, daughter and heir of 


George Black, a revolutionary officer, asking to 
be allowed a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial of Rob- 
ert Mills, architect, of Washington, proposing to 
furnish a plan for a national mausoleum in the city 
of Washington, for the reception of the remains of 
all the Presidents. The memorialist sets forth 
that such a structure, while it would constitute a 
noble ornament to the city of the nation, could be 
made subservient to the great purpose of render- 
ing conspicuous and honorable the names of those 
of our-citizens who have rendered distinguished 
services to the nation in her councils, and died in 
her service at the seat of Government; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Buildings. 

Mr. MANGUM presented a memorial very 
numerously and respectably signed by citizens of 
New Hanover and Brunswick counties, in the 
State of North Carolina, asking for an extension 
of credit on duties imposed on railroad iron im- 
ported for the construction of the Wilmington 
and Manchester railroad, and pledging every /a- 
cility to Government for be ee — 
mails, troops, munitions of war, ve stores. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

HUNGARIAN PRESENTATION. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 ask permission of the Senate 

to present a beautifully prepared memento as 4 
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1850. 


—————— 
. m a Hungarian exile to the Govern- | 
view I United “States, and especially to the 
to President. The chirography of the work is | 
, linerary curiosity. It is written in fourteen dif- 
forent languages by the pen, and with a degree of 
nenutiful execution that I have never seen equal'ed | 
nefore. Not being able to read many of the lan- 

ages in which it 18 written, | must rely upon the | 
apinion of others who are much more competent, | 
if not entirely competent to decide, when I say | 
that the idiom of each language has been preserved, | 
and that the tribute in each of these languages | 
ig presented in the idiomatic expressions of each. | 
j is written in the Swedish by Miss Bremer, with | 
an English introduction; in the Prussian, Hebrew, 
German, Chaldic, French, Wallachian, Syriac, | 
gclavonian, Arabian, Armenian, Hungarian, and 
Hutch. In all these languages the warm heart of 
one who has been the historian of the struggles 
of his own country in its recent revolutionary at- 
wmpts, Dr. Tabor Naphegaji, is beautifully pre- 
ented. First, f will read the {dedication in our 
own language; 

« Dedicated to the people of America, the great Republic, 
the refuge of the eppressed of all countries: and the Hun 
parian comes with the voice of fourteen people to mingle, 
ys it were, their lamentations with hers at the death of 
zachary Taylor, the patriot, the statesman, and the soldier. 
rhe voice of Hungary is the voice of an exile amidst the 
weeping of a vation.”? 

This in our language presents a feeling which 
je idiomatically presented in thirteen others by 
this exile, who, flying from the oppression of his | 
own country, after having borne arms for its re- 
dress, receives a welcome in this land, which he 
pathetically styles the ** refuge of the oppressed | 
of all countries.”’ He received a cheering welcome | 
from the late President of the United States, and a | 
feeling of gratitude inspires him, and is manifested | 
in the preparation of this beautiful address, He 
has requested me to present it to the Senate as a 
tribute to the people of the United States and the 
memory of their late Chief Magistrate, To carry 
out what must have been the design of the donor, 
] move, in presenting it to the Senate, to refer the 
presentation to the Committee on the Library, to 
take such action thereon as the committee may 
deem best. 

The presentation was accordingly so referred. 


PROCEEDINGS OF A PUBLIC MEETING. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Task leave to present to the 
Senate the proceedings of a meeting numerously 
attended by the most respectable citizens of Mata- 
gorda county, in Texas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the document 
addressed to the Senate? 

Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir, it is not; but I ask 
leave to present it. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope leave will be granted. 

Mr. HALE. I hope the rules will be enforced, 
as they were the other day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
received, if objection is made. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think, if the gentleman 
was aware of the character of this memorial, he 
would not object to it. I presume he would not. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope the Senator from New 
Hampshire will withdraw his objection. 1 do 
think it is not right to refuse to allow the people to 
be heard here. J hopé the Senator will withdraw 
his objection, His cause and mine will lose noth- 
ing by it, 

Mr. HALE. I did not calculate whether IT was 
'omake or lose by it. The Chair indicated that 
he should enforce the rule. 

; The PRESIDING OFFICER. He intends to 
0 it, 

Mr. HALE. And I was disposed, so far as an 
humble individual can, to sustain the Chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON. | did not understand that it 
Was contrary to the rules to present this document, 
ifconsent was given. It is the first time such pro- 
ceedings have been presented in this Chamber b 
the Senators from Texas, and | hope gentlemen will 
allow them to be nted. 

Mr. HALE. withdraw m 2 oT 
_ The PRESIDING OFFICE f no objection 
is made, they will be received. 

— being no objection, the proceedings were 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, were I not ac- 
quainted with the character of the individuala who 


controlled, or that presided at this meeting, or those 
rasociated with tigen in the highest positing there, 





It cannot be 


I might bed sposed to regard itas an immed ate ebul- 


anvthing but a transitory excitement. Bering ac- 
quainted with the individuals, and their high stand- 
ing in the community, when Texas was a Repub- 
lie—oecupying then the place of national Senators, 
and of high reputation for character, wealth, ac- 
tivity, and intelligence—I feel bound to regard this 
as a matter of solemn import, indicating no ordi- 
nary state of feeling in Texas. And it is a matter 
of pride and gratulation to me, that in view of the 
flagrant outrage which has been committed against 
the rights of that State, good temper and an ami- 
| cable disposition seem to obtain; that there is no | 
disloyalty to the Union, or reflection upon the con- 

stitutional action of thisGovernment. It is, L say, 
sir, a matter of gratulation and satisfaction to me | 
that no intemperate remarks are here used, no | 
menaces implied, no threat of resistance beyond 
what absolute necessity has forced upon them. 
But that the purpose here indicated will be carried | 
through, unless some adjustment be made to place 
Texas right, and reinstate her in full possession 
of all that she constitutionally claims, you may 
rely; and that action, positive, decisive, and earnest, | 
will be pursued by that State, in repelling the ag- | 
gression that has heen so wantonly committed | 
upon her rights. [ will not occupy the time of the 
Senate, Mr. President, by remarks this morning, | 
as important matters are to come before us, in- | 
volving in part this very subject; but I hope it will 
not escape the consideration of the Senate. I move | 
that the memorial be printed. 
The proceedings were laid upon the table, and | 


'| lition of feeling, and that it would pass off without | 








mittee on Printing. « 
NEW MEXICO. 
I gave notice on Saturday that I 


Mr. CASS. 


|| should this day call up the resolution relating to the 


exercise of military authority by civil officers; but 
I have been requested to postpone the subject, and 
I give notice that | shall ask to take it up to-mor- 
row, when the Senator from Texas will offer some 
remarks on the subject. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
| report of the Secretary of the Interior, showing the 
| quantity of land sold, the amount of money re- 
ceived therefor, and the amount of incidental ex- 


quantities remaining unsold the 3Jst December, 
| 1849, reported in favor of printing the same; which 
was agreed to, 





BILL ON LEAVE. 


| Mr. BRIGHT, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to limit the 


| term of office of the three aseistant Postmasters | 


| General; which was read a first and second time 
| by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
| Post Office and Post Roads. 

[This bill provides that, after the passage of the 
act, the Postmasters General authorized by law 
shall be appointed by the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice of the Senate, for 
the term of four years, but shall be removable at 
the pleasure of the President, with a proviso that 
the commissions of the present incumbents, unless 
vacated by removal, or otherwise, shall expire 
with the 3d day of March, 1853.] 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. BRIGHT gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some early day thereafter, ask leave 
to introduce a bill for the relief of Ebenezer Du- 
mont. 

THE PREVIOUS QUESTION IN THE SENATE. 

Mr. DOUGLAS gave notice of his intention 
to introduce a resolution to change the rules so-as 
to apply the “ previous question ” in the Senate. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER took up the res- 
olutions on the table. 
The resolution submitted by Mr. Cass on the 
15th of July was taken yp and agreed to: 
That the Committee on Foreign Relations he 


Resolved, 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of allowins to John | 
for the time he dis- | 


P. Brown the pay of chargé d’affaires 
charged the duties of that station at rennet: 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Se- 
pasTiaN on the 19th Snidins: wena oquitened and 
to: 
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the question of printing was referred to the Com- | 


| 


j 


penses thereon for the years 1847—"8-'9, with the | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be. in- 
structed to inquire tito the expedieticy of providing by law 
for military escerts in accompany the companies of ove land 
emigrant- from Fort Simith, Arkansas, or other pints upen 


the western frontier, to Caliiornia, by any of the ruutes 
usually pursued. 


PROPOSED ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

The following resolation, heretofore submitted 
oy Mr. Yue, came up for consideration: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the President of the Senate and Speaker 
of the H juse of Representatives do adjourn their respective | 


Houses on Thursday, the lst day of August next, at twelve 
o'clock meridian. 


Ov motion by Mr. YULEE, 
Ordered, That it lie on the table, 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr, 
Waker on the 18th of June, was taken up for 
consideration: 

Resolved, That no penal law of a foreign country, for al- 


|| leged political oflencer, can or ought to be enforced, ditectiy 


or indirectly, within the United States, and that it is the 
duty of the Execative of this Government to proteet evraens 
ot the United States against. avy attappt of foreign Powers, 
or their diplomatic representatives, to interfere with the 
private pursuite, ngltts, or privileges of such citizens, ter the 
purpo-e of visiting upow them the effects of such fureiga 
penal laws. 

Kesolved, ‘That the Secretary of State be directed to com- 
miunicate the foregoing resolutions to the diplomatic agents 
of all foreign Powers having such agents accredited t this 
Government; and that he be also directed to inform bes 
Majesty the E.uperor of Russia that tus Governument disup- 
proves of the uttempt of the honor ble Alexander de Bu- 
diseo, Minister trom Russia accred.ted to this Government, 
tu supersede the authority of Gaspard Tochmap, E-q., wtier- 
ney and counsellor of Jaw, under the ensployment of wie 
heirs of General Thaddeus Kosciusko. 


On motion by Mr. WALKER, the further con- 

sideration was postponed unt I’ridauy next. 
THE COMPROMISE BILL. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
for the admission of California as a State into the 
Union, to establish Territorial Governme its f r 
Utah and New Mexico, and making proposals to 
‘Texas for the establishment of her western and 


| northwestern boundaries. 
| Mr. CLAY addressed the Senate for upwards 





of three hours, and was followed by Mr, BARN- 
WELL and Mr, HALE, to whose observations 
Mr. CLAY repeatedly replied. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE UF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, July 23, 1850. 
|| TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
CLAIMS UPON THE GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. FEATHERSTON asked the unanimous 

consent of the House at this time to introduce a 

bill, merely with a view, he said, to its reference 
|| to a committee. 

The reading of the title of the bill was called for, 
and it was read asa bill ** to regulate the payment 
of interest by the United Siates, and the adjudica- 
tion ef claims against’ the same by the heads of 
departments, and for other purposes.”’ 

No objection being made— 

The bill was introduced and read twice by ite 
title. 

And, on motion by Mr. Featuenston, it was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. CHAN DLER asked the unanimous consent 

of the House to preseat the proceedings of a 
| meeting in Philadelphia, the object of which was 

not stated. 
| Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose to in- 

quire of the Speaker, whether the order of yester- 
| day, by which the House had proceeded to the 


A full report will appear in the Appendix. 








| 
i 


consideration of business on the Speaker’s table had 
been complied with, or whether it was yet the 
business before the House? 

The SPEAKER saul, that the House had yes- 
terday proceeded to the consideration of business 
on the Speaker’s table by a suspension of the 
rules, and that suspension only operated upon the 
day on which motions of that kind were in order; 

| such motions not being in order to-day, the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table was not the business 
'| before the House. 
|| Mr. THOMPSON... Then call for the regular 
|| order of business. 
The SPEAKER. 
tees for reporis. 
Mr. CHANDLER desired to know what had 
become of his sequest for leave to presenta me- 
morial ? 


The SPEAKER said ,jthat a demand had becn 


It ia the call of the commit~ 
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made for the regular order of business, and that | reported a bill for the relief of John H. Baker, 
that demand was equivalent to an objection to all || which was read a first and second time by its title, 
|| referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
|, and, with the report accompanying, ordered to be 
! printed, 


other business out of the regular order. 
THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 


Mr. HILLIARD requested the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr, THompson] to waive his mo- 
tion for the regular order of business, so as to ena- | 
ble him (Mr. H.) to present the annual report of | 
the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institu- | 
tion. Hie object was simply to present the report, | 
that it might be laid upon the table and printed. | 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, insisted on | 
the reguler order of business. 

The SPEAKER stated tothe gentleman from 
Alabama, (Mr. Huasarp,] that the report could 
only be introduced by unanimous consent. The 
regular order of business was insisted upon, and | 
objections were made in several quarters. 

The report, therefore, was not presented. 


REPORTS. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the com- || 


mittees for reports, (commencing where the call | 
had been suspended on the day when it was last | 
made, with the Committee of Ways and Means.) | 


THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. | 


Mr. BAYLY rose and said, that, since the | 
Committee of Ways and Means had reported to | 
the House the bill making appropriations for the | 
support of the army, reformed estimates had heen | 
sent in to them from the Department of Wear, 


made necessary by the bill whieh had recently | 


been passed for the increase of the army. These | 
estimates would render it necessary that every 
item of the bill should be reformed. He supposed 


it would be better that the bill should be recom- |! 


roited to the Committee of Ways and Means, | 
rather than that the task of reforming the items | 
should be undertaken in the House. 
question, however, which he should submit to the | 
decision of the House itself, He made the state- 


rent, in order that it might be distinctly under- || 


stood by the House that every item of the bill had | 
to be reformed. He moved, therefore, that the | 
bill be recommitted to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. If it was the pleasure of the House that 
the reforms should take place here, the motion he | 
had made would of course be voted down, 

Mr. JONES desired to be informed by the | 
chairman of the Committee cf Ways and Means, | 
{Mr. Bayziy,] whether the communication con- | 
turning these reformed estimates had been made to | 


'| was discharged from the further consideration of 


|| referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


|| by unanimous consent. 


|| the information of the House. 
That was a || 


the House, and by the House been referred to the | 


committee ? 

Mr. BAYLY said, it had not. 
cation had been addressed to him (Mr. B.) as 
chairman of the committee. 

Mr. JONES said, his opinion was that the com- 


The commoni- | 


} 
} 


munication should have been sent to the House. | 


‘The question was then stated to be on dischar- 
ging the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union from the further consideration of the | 
eaid bill, and on recommitting it to the Committee | 


of Ways and Means. 
No objection having been made— 


The Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 
Union was discharged from the further considera. || 
tion of the said bill, and it was recommitted to the | 
! 

Mr. JONES said, he hoped the chairman of the | 
Commitee of Ways and Means [Mr. Barty] |! 
would bring these estimates into the House in| 


| 


Committee of Ways and Means. 


time te have them printed before the bill was 
acted upon, so that the members of the House 


might understand what the contemplated changes || 


rt 


were. 
Mr. BAYLY. I have only one manuseri 
copy of the es imates. It is in my room. =I wi 
however, bring it here, in order that it may be 
printed, if such be the pleasure of the House. I 
move that the communication be printed. ° 
No objection having been made— 
The printing was ordered. 
Me. 


mattees for reports was still proceeding. 








On motion by Mr. N., the Committee of Claims 


| the memorial of John M. Duffield, praying for 
compensation for services performed for the United 
States during the late war with Mexico; and it was 


BOARD OF ACCOUNTS. 


Mr. NELSON, from the Committee of Claims, || 
to whom had heen referred the bill from the Sen- 
ate to establish a Board of Accounts, reported 
beck the same with sundry amendments. 

Mr. N. asked that the bill be made the special 
order of the day for Friday next. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman move 


that the bill and amendmenta be referred to the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 
Mr. NELSON. Provided the bill is made the |! 
special order. 
The SPEAKER said, the question on making | 
the bill the special order could be entertained only || 








Ohjection was made. 

The SPEAKER. Objection having been made, | 
the motinn cannot be entertained. 

Mr. NELSON. Then I shall ask that the bill 
be nut unon its nassage, 

Mr. RUMSEY. 1 insist upon the reference. 

The SPEAKER. , The colleague of the gentle- 
man [Mr. Nezson] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. NELSON. fask that the bill be taken up 
and put upon its nagsage, 


The SPEAKER. The bill will be read for 





Mr. RUMSEY. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
| of the Union, and that the bill and amendments be 

printed. 

The question was taken on the motion to refer 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and the vote stood—ayes 68, noes 41. 

No quorum voting. 

Mr. STRONG called for tellers. 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked that the title of the bill 
might he read. 

The title wre read. 

Mr. SACKETT asked the Speaker to state the | 
question. It was not understood (Mr. S. said) in 
that part of the Hall. 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 

Mr. JOHN A. KING desired the Speaker to || 
state what the effect of the motion to refer the bill 

| to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 
Union wonld he: 

| The SPEAKER, The effect of the motion, | 
should it prevail, will be, to pnt the bill in its | 
regu'ar order on the calandar of business in the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 

Mr. JOHN A. KING. Where it will never be 

| reached until doomsday! 

Tellers were then ordered, and Messrs. Srrone 
and Root were appointed. 

And the question was again taken, and decided | 
in the affirmative—ayes 88, noes 49. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee of the | 











Whole on the state of the Union. 
pee the bill and amendments were ordered to be i 
rinted. | 
Mr. CROWELL moved to reconsider the vote | 
|| by which the bill had been referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. C., in support of this motion, said he wished 
to observe, that if the bill went to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, it would 
never be heard of again during the present session; | 
and he, for one, thought that it was. a matter of 
| great importance, not onl 
"The SPEAKER, (interposing.) “Phe gentle- || 
| man will suspend his remarks wntil ordervis re- 








; 








ARRIS, of Iitinoie, addressed the Chair. || stored. Gentlemen will resume their seats. 
‘she SPEAKER said, that the call of the com- || 


Mr. CROWELL, (continuing the sentence;) 
| —not only to the interests of claimants upon the 


Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee of Claims, |{ Government, but also to the Treasury of the 
made an adverse report on the petition of John A. | United States, that such a board as that contem- 


Rodgers, for com 
arnner of the la 


table, and be printed. 


nsation for services as an ex- |! 
offices in the States of Alabama | 
and Mississippi; whieh was ordered. to lie on the || Treasary, it was not un 


Mr. NELSON, from the Committee of Claims, | suffered exceedingly, 


plated by this bill shduld be established, and 
established without delay. The interests of the 

A soto , he trusted, 
y had seen an known, had 
in consequence of allowing 


|| to say, after what the 





of the Union, claims of this kind wo 


were subjected to before a court of 
| trial of suits between parties litigan 


| and interests not only of the claimant 
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improper claims to pass unobserved th : 
hody. the provisions of this bill, ay 


thought, had, without due considerati 
ferred ta the Committee of the Whole 


on, heen re. 
an the wig 

uld undergo 
such as the 

Justice, in the 
t Testimony 
but the Governmen 


severe scrutiny and examination, 


would be taken, not ex parte, 
would have the opportunity to appear and eros 
examine the witnesses for the claimants, and bring 
in rebutting testimony. And in this way the rights 
8, b 
Government, would be protected, and the ran 
justice would be subserved and promoted. 

This qvestion of creating a board of th 
had frequently been before Conrress—it was jo, 
a new question—and a measure of this kind had 
always been received with much favor by the 


is kind 


| most experienced legislators in both branches of 


Congress. This bill, after mature consideration 
had passed the Senate of the United States during 
this session, and he believed by nearly if not quite 


| a unanimous vote; and here it had been, withoy, 


a moment’s consideration, without stopping io 
reflect upon its immense importance to the claim. 
ants upon the Government, and to the interests of 


|| the Treasury of the United States—it had been, 


he must be permitted to say, thoughtlessly referred 
to the Committee of the Whole 9n the state of the 


| Union, which reference, at this stage of the ses. 


sion, was tantamount, “or ala to its rejection 
without consideration. He hoped that the motion 
would he reconsidered. The bill had been ma. 


| tured with much Jabor; it was well guarded—per. 


haps as well guarded.as it could be by the wisdom 


| of the best men in this and the other branch of 


Congress. As he before said, the interests of the 
claimants upon the Government required, as an 


act of justice, that a board of this kind should be 


created, by which their claims, whatever they 
might be, might receive a full, a fair, and candid 
examination. It was equally, or in a greater degree, 
demanded (he repeated) by the interests of the 


| Treasury, and he hoped and trusted that the vote 
|| of reference would be reconsidered, and this bill 


be put upon its passage. It might not be perfect 
in all its details. Human art and ingenuity could 
not perfect a measure of this kind without the aid 


| of experience; but in the light which experience 


shed upon this and all other questions, they might 
hereafter perfect it, if it was found to be (as no 


| doubt it would be) imperfect in some of its details. 
| He moved the previous question, and called the 


yeas and navs upon the motion to reconsider. 


Mr. CONGER moved to lay the motion to re- 


| consider on the table. 


Mr. CROWELL demanded the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 

Mr. SCHENCK appealed to his colleague to 
withdraw, for one moment, the previous question. 

Mr. CROWELL. Certainly, if my colleague 
will renew it. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr, Scuenck.) The mo- 
tion to lay on the table is pending; debate, there- 
fore, would not be in order, even. if the demand 


| for the previous question were withdrawn. 


The question being upon Mr, Crowe..’s de- 
mand for the veas and nays— 

The SPEAKER counted the House, and an- 
nounced—ayes 31, noes 60; and that the yeas and 
nays were ordered, 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. There is no quorum 


voting. 

The SPEAKER. A quorum is not requisite to 
order the yeas and nays. ; 

The question was taken, and decided. in the af 
firmative—yeas 108, nays 8]; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Alston, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bay- 
ly, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Boyd, Albert G, 
Brown, Buel, Chester Butler, Joseph Cable, George A. 
Caldwell, Joseph P.. Caldwetl, Campbell, Cartter, Cling- 
man, Williamson Ry W. » Daniel, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Edmnn <a Nathan Evans, 
Ewing. Featherston, Fitch, Freediey, iter, Gilmore, Gor- 
man, Gott, Gould, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Harlan, Isham 
G. Harris, Hebard, Howard, Joseph W. Jacksow, Andrew 
Johnson, James L, Johnson, . Julian, Kaufman, Pres- 
ton King. Leffler, Littlefield, Job Meee, ason, Matteson, 
McDonald, McDowell, McGaughey, Mullen, McQueen, 
Me Meade, Miller, Milison, Morris, Morse, Morton, 
Ogle, Olis, Orr, Sm Outlaw ese, Feckes, oe ~ 
Pitman, Potter, Risley, Root, umsey, Savage, 5 
telle, Schonleratt preter Aether, Frederick P, Staa- 
ton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander A. Stephens, Sweeter, 
Themas, Jacob Thompson, James: y Toombs, 
enable, Walden, Wailace, Wathine, Weliborn, Whittle 
d, and Youug—105. 


V 
sey, Wildrick, Williams, Wilmot, Wox 
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ava-Messrs. Alexander, Bennett, Boeock, Bokee. 
may Ls Wiltiam J. Brown, Burrows, Burt, Thomas 

; E. C. Cabell, Calvin. Chandler, Clarke, Cleve- 
Corwin, Crowell, Doty, Donean, Dunham, 
L Gerry. Guidieg-, Grinnell, Halloway, Haymond, 


pay Hibbard, Hilliard, Holladay, Boimes, Houston, 
Fw, Hubbard, Hunter. Inge, William 'T. Jackson, Kerr, 


. King, James G. King, Jotn A. King, La Sére, 
Georee Oran abe. Marshall, MeClernand. Robert M, 
ve Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Nelson, Newell, 
. “ee, Phenix, Putnam, Reed, Richard-on, Robbins, Rob- 
“ Rockwell, Rose, Sacke t, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 
ison, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevens, 


i Taylor, Joba B. Thompeon, ‘Thurman, Tuck, Un- 
wll, Vinton, Waldo, Wentworth, White, and Wood- 
ward—Sl. 


go the motion to'reconsider was laid on the table. 
The bill therefore remains upon the calendar of || 
he Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. 

Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported an amendment, in the nature of a substi- 
wie for the bill for the establishment of a Board of 
jccounts, which was, on his motion, ordered to be 
nrinted, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, to be taken up 
when the bill upon that subject was taken up in 
ihe committee for consideration. 

Mr. D. also reported, from the same committee, a || 
bill for the relief of Captain George Simpton, of || 
Galveston, which was read a first and second time 
by its title, referred to a committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. D. also, from the same committee, made || 
adverse reports in the following cases; which 
were ordered to lie on the table and be printed, || 
viz: 

"The petition of Zachariah Lawrence, praying 
compensation for the capture of the British sloop 
Vulture, in 1813; 

The petition of Edward Devitt, Daniel Tomp- 
kine, and John H. Payne, asking for compensa- 
tion for services as firemen and coal-heavers on 
board the United States steamship Alleghany; 

The memorial of G. de Lirac, praying relief by 
debenture on certain goods exported by him; and 

The petition of Joseph C. Doxey, praying for 
remuneration for damages done to his farm and 
crops destroyed by the United States army in 1814, 
under the command of General Wade Hampton. 


Mr. DUNHAM, from the Committee of Claims, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Elisha 
Britton, of the State of New York, for compensa- 
tion for certain property destroyed by the enemy 
during the late war, in consequence of the impress- 
ment of his team; and it was ordered @ lie on the 
table. 

Mr. D..moved that the Committee of Claims be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition of Robert, Sarah, and Mary Ann Harts- 
horne, executors and heirs of Richard Hartshorne, 
for indemnity for French spoliations, and that it lp 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. McCLERNAND stated, that that com- 
mittee had reported a bill upon the subject, which 
had been referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the atate of the Union, to which he moved that 
this memorial be referred.. It was so referred. 

Mr. DUNHAM, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of J. J. Bulow, jr., deceased; which was read 
afirst and second time by its title, referred toa 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the re- 
port accompanying, ordered to be printed. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, asked that said committee 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
sundry memorials upon the subject of the erection 
of custom-houses at different points. 

Mr. Mel. said, he would state to the House that 
he learned that the memorials of this character— 
tome ef them upon this subject—had been under 
the consideration of the Committee of Ways and 
teans, and many or all of them had ‘been pro- 
vided for, by being included in the general appro- 
pration bill, He moved the reference of these 
memorials to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
n order that they might take the same course. It 
Was so ordered. : 

Mr. McL., from. the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported the following bills; which were 
severally read @ first: and second time by their 
litle, and referred to the Commitiee of Ways and 

Abebeon 

Ml authorizing the i a custom- 
at Pint thoviaing erection of a custom-house 
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A bill authorizing the erection of a custom-house | 
at St. Louis, Missouri; 
A bill authorizing the erection of a custom-house | 
at the borough of Norfolk, Virgina; and i] 
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No quorum voting. 
Tellers were called for and ordered, and Messrs. 


|| Peex and Evans, of Ohio, were appointed. 


And the question was then again taken, and the 


A bill authorizing the erection of a custom-house || vote stond—ayes 73, noes 59 


in the city of Wilmington, Delaware. | 


On motion by Mr. McL., under instruction 
of the Committee on Commerce, the following 


So the bill was referred to the Committee of the 


Whole on the state-of the Union. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. I move a re« 


bills, heretofore reported from said committee, and || consideration of the vore. 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the || 


state of the Union, were recalled, and committed | 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, viz : I} 
i} 


A bill authorizing the construction of a custom- | 
house in the city of Cincinnati; I! 

A bill authorizing the erection of a new, or the 
repair of the old custom-house in the city of Bath, 
Maine; and 

A bill authorizing the erection of a new, or the 
repair of the old custom-house in the city of Mo- 
bile, Alabama 


Mr. McL., also, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported the following bills, which were severally 
read a first and second time by their titles, referred 
4o the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill authorizing the issuing of registers to cer- 
taid foreign built vessels; and 

A bill entitl'd ‘An act to modify the provisions || 
of existing laws regulating the transportation of || 
goods, wares and merchandise, between the ports 
in the respective collection districts of the United | 
States.” 


REMISSION OF DUTIES ON BOOKS. 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, from the Com- 


| mittee on Commerce, reported a bill to release from 
duty certain printed books belonging to certain 
religious societies; which was read a first and 
| second time by its title. 


Mr. McL., in explanation, said, that 


the 


The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman vote with 


the majorit 


Mr. McLANE. 1 did. 
The SPEAKER stated the question. 
Mr. McLANE proceeded with his remarks, 


He said that he had made the motion to reconsider, 
|| not with any intention of pressing the bill to its 
|| passage at this time. 
|| House, when the members were passing through 
| the tellers, without regard to the facts of the case, 
|| for other members to state what the case upon 
| which they were voting was, and often to state it 
improperly. In the present instance he had heard 
| it atated in all directions, that these were abolition 


But it wasa habit of this 


books designed for the city of Boston. He did 


| not know whether gentlemen voted under that im- 


pression or not; but he did not choose that such a 
statement should go forth without contradiction. 


|| The books were sent by a benevolent missionary 


society in London to the Protestant Fp scopal 
Society in the United States, the seat of which wee 
Virginia and Maryland; and the appleation for 
the remission of the duties came from a distin- 
uished clergyman of the latier State. 

Mr. BAYLY desired, he said, to say a few 


| words in reply to the gentleman who had just 


taken his seat, [Mr. McLane 
| one of those who had exertec 
this bill referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 


He (Mr. B.) was 


themselves to get 


He had not done so 


| until he had asked the gentleman from Maryland 


[Mr. McLane] what the character of the books 






























































value of these books amounted to the sum of 
| seventy-eight pounds sterling. They were sent 
as a present to benevolent societies in the United | 
States, for the purpose of being distributed to the || 
poor. The duty upon them was thirty per ceni. 
The object of the bill was to remit that duty; and 
he asked that the bill might be put upon its passage. | 
Mr. HALL moved that it be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. || 
Mr. McLANE hoped, he said, that that motion | 
would not prevail. || 
Mr. KAUFMAN was understood to say, that if || 
the motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole || 
on the state of the Union should not prevail, he 
should move to refer to the Committee of Ways 








and Means; to which, he believed, several other || 
bills similar in character had been referred. 


|; was 


He (Mr. B.) could get no information in 
regard to thein, except that they were borks sent 
here from London for the purpose of g'atuitous 
distribution, Now, whether they were religious 
books, or school books as some gentlemen had 


| suggested, he was not willing to lend his aid to 
|| their gratuitous distribution until something was 


known about their character. 

Mr. McLANE desired to inquire of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Bayiy,] whether he 
{Mr. B.] was one of the gentlemen who had said 
that these were abolition books ? 

Mr. BAYLY. I was not. 

Mr. McLANE. My remarks applied exclu- 
sively to those who did say so. 

Mr. BAYLY. I stated to a number of gentle- 
men, that the chairman of the Committee on Com- 


























Mr. McLANE did not desire, he said, to take 
up the time of the House in any discussion upon 
this bill. 


This was not a case similar to those re- 
ferred to by the gentleman from Texas, [|Mr. 


Kaurman.] Those to which that gentleman re- 
ferred were cases in which duties that had been 
paid were asked to be paid back. Such was not 


this case. 


The books had just been imported; 


they were in the custom-house, and were awaiting 
this act for the remission of the duties, in order 
that the books might be distributed among the 


poor, for whom they were designed. 


merce, [Mr. McLane,] who had reported the bill, 
could not tell us what the character of the books 
was, 
|| sent here for gratuitous distribution. 


He said they were hooks which had been 
And, I re- 


|| peat, that I will give no aid of mine to such distri- 
|| bution, until I know what the character of the 


} 


It was not || 


necessary that the bill should be referred either to || 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union, or to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
He hoped the question might be taken on the pas- | 


sage of the bill. 


r. HALL said, he could not undertake to 
say how he might vote if the bill had undergone 


an examination and its merits been explained. To | 





\| books is. 


if 


Mr. McLANE. The gentleman—ftom Virginia 


Mr. Barty] does not correctly state what y-+ep-——_ 
|| resentation was. f did state, that they were books 
sent here to respectable Protestant Episcopal cler- 


ymen and societies in Virginia and Maryland. 
Mr. FOWLER interposed toa question of order, 


| He submitted, that it was not in order for members 
| to occupy the area in front of the Speaker's chair, 


this end, something more than the mere reading || 


of the bill was 
investigated, in 
whether the 


that motion. 


Mr. HALL called for the reading of the bill. 
And it was read. 


The 


| 


estion was then taken on the motion to 


qu 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and the vote stood—ayes 


47, noes 65. 








i ag The facts ought to be |) 
order that the House might see || 

eof the bill was proper or not. 
With a view to its proper examination, and in 
order that members might vote understandingly, 
he had moved the reference of the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 


| 





| in 


and thus prevent members in their seats from 
hearing. 


The SPEAKER enforced the rule. 
Mr. McLANE, (resuming.) I have already 


said that I do not desire to press this bill to its 
passage at this time, against the disposition of the 
House. 
eration was, to state how this application came 
| before the committee. 
not trespass on the time of the House by further 
| remarks. 


My only object in moving the reconsid- 
Having done so, I shall 


I withdraw the motion to reconsider, 
Mr. CARTTER desired, he said, to make an 


uiry. 
‘Mr M¢LANE said, the subject was hot nuw 


before the House. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, renewrd the 
motion to reconsider—remarking, that he had voted 


| in the affirmative under a misapprehension of the 


question. 
Mr. KAUFMAN rose to a point 


of order. He 
submitted, whether the gentieman from Pensivyl- 
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vania [VMr. Srevens] had not voted with the mi- 
nority ? (i e., in the negative.) 

The SPEAKER eaid no. The gentleman had 
jaar stated that he had voted with the major ty 
under a misapprehension of the question. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order, 
between Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, and the 
Spenker. 


I 


ii 


i} 


zens of that section of country, and the inconveni- 
ences which thev suffered from want of good 
communication. It was a poor prairie country 
through which the road would pass, and in bad 


|| weather they could not carry over three or four 
bales of cotton to the load with their six-horse 


|| teams. The construction of this road would greatly 
_reduce the expense of transportation to market; 


Mr. STEVENS then repeated the assertion he | 


had made, that he had voted under misappréhen- 
sion. He certainly never should have voted, he 
said, against the remission of duties upon these 
books. He had no desire to impose a tax upon 
knowledge of that kind. He hoped that the mo- 
tion to reconsider would prevail, and that the bill 
would he put upon its passage. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. I do not want an abolition 
discussion here. 
sider be laid upon the table. 

Tellers on that motion were asked, and refused 

A division was ordered. 
taken, stood—ayes 75, noes 65. 


which were refused. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

On motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, the 
Committee on Commerce was discharged from the 
further consideration of sundry petitions of citi- 


while it would cost the Government little or noth- 


| ing—as most of the land on the route was taken 


| up. 


I move that the motion to recon- || take 
|| their produce to market. 


He was well acquainted with the country, 
and was satisfied that the road would not pass 
over six sections of the public land. He would 
also state that it would be of great benefit to the 
country at its western terminus, and would pro- 
mote the sales of the public lands there—which 
being a thin pine country the land was not now 
taken upon account of the great expense of getting 
It would thus benefit 


| the Treasury by promoting the sales of the public 


And the votes, being || 
| interested, whilst it could injure nobody. 


Mr. KAUFMAN asked for the yeas and nays; || hoped | 
|| bill without delay. 


zens of the United States, praying indemnity for | ™ , t 
| striking out the word ‘ minerals,” (in that. part 


French spoliations prior to 1800, and they were 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the || 


a ate of the Union. 


Mr, PHOENIX, from the Committee on Com- || 
|| cept the amendment. 


merce, reported a bill granting a register to the 


barque James Patton, jr., now the Granadian | 


barque ** Bogota,’’ owned by John Benson, a 
citizen of the United States, residing in the city of 
New York; which was read a first and second 
time by its title. 


| 


1} 


] 


Mr. P. asked that the bill might be put upon | 


its passage. 


‘he bill having been read, 


Mr P. explained, that this vessel had been sold | 


to a party in New Granada upon certain condi- | 
tions; that her name had been thereupon changed; | 


that the conditions of sale had not been complied 


with; that she had, therefore, reverted to her ori- | 
ginal ownership, and that it was desired that the | 


name should again be changed. 
Mr. MceCLERNAND. 
by American citizens? 
Mr. PHCENIX. Entirely. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. Isshe American built? 


Is she owned entirely | 


landa, and would bea great benefit to the people 
He 
hoped the House would not hesitate to pass the 
Fle repeated that neither he 
nor his constituents had any immediate interest in 
the passage of the bill; the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. MeWirute,] was interested, and he 
hoped the gentleman would let the House know 
the state of the case. 


Mr. MEADE moved to amend the bill by 
which proposed to grant the timber, stones, miner- 
als, &c ,on the route of the road, to the company. ) 

Mr. COBB said he was willing: he would ac- 


Mr. CONGER moved to refer the bill to the 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. 

Mr. MceWILLIE. Theright of way proposed 
to be granted was over a barren country 

Mr. COBB interposed, and a word of conver- 
sation ensued between him and Mr. Mc Winue. 

Mr. McWILLIE further yielded the floor at the 


| request of Mr. Ince. 


Mr. INGE. I merely wish to make one remark 
to the House. I want the House distinctly to un- 
derstand that this bill grants nothing but the right of 
way. It makes no donation of land; and the ef- 
feet of the construction of the~road must be to 
enhance the price of the public lands and bring 
them into market. If this bill be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


|| Union, it may not be reached again this session, 


Mr. PHGENIX. She is; and is so described in | 
the bill; and that fact must be made to appear to | 


the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
Thereupon, no objection being made, 
The bill was read a third time,'and passed. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from, the Committee 


on Pablic Lands, to which waa referred the memo- | 


rial of the Legislature of Mississippi, relating to 
a danation of land for the benefit of the Naval 
School; and the memorial of the State of Arkan- 
sas, asking a donation of land to aid in the erec- 
tion of an iastitution for the education of the blind, 
and asking that the office of surveyor general 
may be continued until all the business of said 
offices shall be completed, made adverse reports 
thereon; which were. ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed, 


Mr. C., from the Committee on Public Lands, | 


to which memorials upon the subject had been re- 
ferred, reported a bill granting the right of way 


to the Gainesville and De Kalb Plank Road Com- | 


pany; which was read a first and-.second time by 
its tithe, 

Mr, C, said, he had been desired by the friends 
of the bill to ask that it be put upon its passage. 
And as he had some knowledge of the section of 
country through which i waa proposed that the 
road should beemade, he desired to say a very few 
words. in relation to it. 

: The Se ith suggested that the bill should 
< read. 

After a conversation on a point of order be- 
tween Mr. Tuompson, of Pennsylvania, and the 
Speaker— 

The bill was read, 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, said he had no direct 
interest in the road—he lived more than three hun- 
dred miles from it; but he knew the great conve- 


and as itisa matter of some local interest, I move 
the previous question. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Mc Witte] is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. INGE. With the consent of the gentle- 


|} man, I make the motion. 


| 


|| much more. 


i} 
| 


| 


| 


Mr. McWILLIE yielded the floor for that pur- 

ose, 

Mr. INGE demanded the previous question. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, said, he un- 
derstood the friends of this bill to state that it 
granted nothing but the right of way; but, if he 
understood the reading of the bill, it granted more— 
It granted not only the timber ne- 
cessary to build the road, but the right to occupy 
any mill seats and water privileges—the right to 
erect buildings, saw-mills, &c., upon the public 
lands. He did not know as he had much objec- 
tion to these grants, bat thought it proper that 
the bill should be understood by the House. 

Mr. INGE said the gentleman was altogether 
mistaken as to the provisions of the bill. He had 
no objection to its being read again, if the House 
desired it. 

The SPEAKER said, the previous question had 
been demanded, and debate was not in order, but 
the bill would be read again to the House. 

The bill was read. 

The previous question was seconded—ayes 80, 
noes not counted. 

And the main 
on the motion of Mr. Concer, to refer the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. CROWELL inquired if the bill did not 
make an appropriation, and this being the case, 
if it was not necessary, under the rule, that it should 
go to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


vestion was ordered, ay A 
i 


| the Union? 


} 
i} 


The SPEAKER said it did not make an appro- 


niencé and benefit. which it would be to the citi- | priation. 


Mr. CROWELL, It makes i 
land, &e, * Grant of timber, 
The SPEAKER said, the House had alw 
considered that a grant of the public lands twat en 
such an appropriation as came within the o - 
ation of the rule requring bills to go ta the Pa 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union,” 
The question was taken on the motion of M 
Concer, and decided in the negative. . 

oe House refused to refer the bill. 

€ question recurring on the amen 
strike oul the word “ riwerale. was — ’ 
decided in the affirmative. " 

a the amendment was agreed to. 

€ question recurring upon orderin i 
be crapenteta for a third teadine_ 6 the bill w 

Messrs. SACKETT and CROWELL, respect. 
ively, proposed to offer amendments. But the 
were not in order at this time. y 

Mr. CROWELL moved to suspend therules, to 
gointo Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. Rejected. 

Mr. CROWELL moved to lay the bill on the 
table. Rejected. 

The question recurring on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed for a third reading— 

Mr. CONGER reised the point of order, that jt 
could not be read a third time to-day, not having 
been engrossed. : 

The SPEAKER said, the question was now on 
ordering the bill to be engrossed. 

The question was taken, and the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed. 

The question being on the third reading of the 
bill— 

Mr. CONGER objected to its reading at this 
time. 

On motion by Mr. COBB, of Alabama, a motion 
to reconsider the vote ordering the bill to be read 
a third time, was laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER stated that, objection being 


wpe to the third reading at this time, the bill 
wotild lie over. 
/ Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, reported back, with sundry 
amendments, Senate bill entitled ‘* An act grant- 
ing the right of way and making a grant of land 
to the States of Illinois, Mississippi, and Alabama, 
in aid of the construction of a railroad from Chi- 
cago, Ilinois, to Mobile, Alabama.” 

Mr. C. said, the friends of the measure proposed 
to put the bill on its passage. Before that was 
done he desired to amend it in the third line of the . 
fifth section—strike out the word “ten,” and in- 
sert ‘“‘twelvye,’’ 

Mr. STRONG called for the reading of the bill. 

Mr. COBB said, he would give way for the read- 
ing of the bill, but he wished it understood that 
he did not yield the floor.. 

Mr. FARRIS, of Illinois, said, he would move 
an amendment to the amendment—to strike out 
**twelve,”’ and insert “* six.’’ 

Mr. JONES inquired, what was the pending 

uestion? 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 

Mr. CARTTER inquired if it was in order to 
move to commit the bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER called the House to order. 

A pause ensued. 

Mr. JONES said, he would move to refer the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, claimed the floor. 

Mr. BAYLY raised the point of order, that no 
amendment could be offered until the bill was read 
the first time. t 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia is mistaken in reference to the fact. ‘The 
bil was read a first and second time, before the 
amendment was offered. 

The bill was read. $ 

The SPEAKER stated, that the only pending 
question was upon the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Alabama. The tleman having re- 
tained the floor, the from Hlinois [Mr. 
Harris] could not move his amendment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON s , that the gentle- 
man from Alabama could yield the floor to allow 
his colleague (Mr. Hanais} to offer his amend- 


ment. , 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinots 
will es has once been de- 
cided by the Chair by the House, that the 








23 


850. 

OE iitteneemensicnepcnaes 

cannot be yielded by one gentleman to anoth- 

or so as to allow him to offer an amendment, ex- 
cert by general consent, 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 

CosB— 


Mr. : q 
wperit® of the bill was in order? He supposed it 











il ways 
rag not 
} Oper. 


amendment. : 

The SPEAKER said, the range of debate was 
not very limited. 

Mr. COBB said, be would proceed, but would 
not detain the House long. 
sid) for him to state—particularly in these peril- 


far as this bill was concerned, he had no individual 
interest, nor had his section of Alabama any par- 
ticular interest. 


fa work of a national character had been pre- 
sented to the American Congress for aid in its pro- 
motion, this, he thought, was clearly such an one, 
jt was proposed to run from the northwest to the 
extreme southern portion of the State of Alabama, 
binding several States together. If gentlemen de- 
sired the perpetuation of this Union, in all proba- 
bility they could do nothing more effective towards 
securing this object than to tie the Northwest with 


Northwest, but the Northeast to the South, by a 
railroad connecting the several sections of coun- 
try. All we had to know to bind us together was 
that our interests were identified; and there was 


fei | . 
bo SUrer, Way, OF. SBemns tne. (he njoemarepe, the || He believed that if gentlemen wodid investigate || 


the facts, there could be no doubt of the passage | 
lt proposed te give each alternate sec- | 


feelings of the various portions of the country than 
by establishing facilities for easy communication 
with each other. He repeated, he thought this 
system was calculated to perpetuate this glorious 
Confederacy. Forone, he was for the Union, if 
itcould be preserved upon principles of equality 
and justice. 
his power for the preservation of the Union upon 
these principles. 


North, but to the South. 


ing but justice. He believed if, by this system of 


f 
ourselves immediately together, and interchanged 
of the different sections might, in all probability, 
perpetuating the Union, as a matter of interest, if 


for no other reason. 
A pause ensuing, 


Mr. MEADE rose and inquired if the gentle- || 


man from Alabama had moved the previous ques- 
uon? 

Mr. COBB replied that he had not; and he 
would state to the honorable gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (who hardly ever got the floor,) that he did 
not intend to move it. he friends of the meas- 
ure did not desire to have it moved. They ‘hought 


should be fully and fairly investigated. 
merits, let it stand; if not, let it be rejected. 


section of country in Alabama over which the road 
would run, that they might not get the idea that Ala- 


hot, as an individual, give twelve and a half cents 
an acre for the land through which it would pass; 
it was remote from any water-courses, a barren, 
pine country, in the interior, The work was 
purely national in its character; and he believed 
the bill ought to pass. He would now leave the 
bill in the hands of the House—especially of its 
friends; and would not go into any general re- 
marks in its support. 

Mr. MARSHALL proposed to offer an amend - 
ment in the form of an additional section. 
_ The SPEAKER stated that no amendment was 
'n order, unless it were an amendment to the pend- 
Ing amendment. 

Mr. MARSHALL asked to have the amend- 
ment read for information. 

It was read, as follows : 







nek through the pubiie lands and alternate sections ot pub- 
eet ® Be» and they are hereby, granted to the States of 
‘ ‘nois and Indiana, respectively, under the same restric- 

na, and to the same extent, as are hereinbelure provided, 


COBB inquired if a discussion of the general || 


might not be, as the question was now upon his | 


It was proper (he | 
ous times, when almost everybody who brought | 
a measure, public or private, before the House, or | 


before the country, was suspected of being inter- || 
esied and influenced by sinister motives—that so || 


His section had an interest in || 
common with all the western and southern States. || 


the extreme South, thereby. binding not only the || 


He was prepared to do everything in | 
Bot the polar star which should | 
guide him into the haven of Union was justice: he | 
should insist that justice be done not only to the || 
The South asked noth- || 
railroads and other communications, we connected | 


sentiments and feelings, the views and principles | 


be modified, and we might see the necessity of | rm 
; . : || the General Government or by the State fer its set- | 


itwas proper that a question of this importance | 
f it had | 
He wished only to add a word in relation to that || 


bama was getting a bribe in this matter. He would | 


Sec. & And it is hereby further enacted, That the right of | 
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m 
| for the purpose of aiding in the construction of the Alton, 


Mount Carmel, and New Albany railroa:: Provided, ‘That || 


said lands bereby granted shall be applied in the construc- 
tion of said road only, as the work progresses, and to no | 
Other purpose whatever. 

Mr. INGE inquired if that amendment was in | 
|| order now? 
|| The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. MARSHALL gave notice that he intended 
to offer the amendment just read as soon as it 
should be in order. 

| The SPEAKER stated that the question was 
| now on the amendment of Mr. Coss. 

Mr. MARSHALL indicated his desire to offer 
|| the amendment at the proper tine. 

Mr. RICHARDSON then obtained the floor. 
Mr. JON ES asked him to yield. 


Mr. JONES said he desired to move the retfer- | 


| ence of the bill to the Committee of the W hole on || 


|| the state of the Union. 


| the floor for any such purpose, He had sup- 
| posed that the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr, 
| Jones} desired the floor for the purpose of making 
an inquiry or an explanation. For that, and for 
|| No other purpose, he would yield. 

| Some conversation followed between Measrs. 
|| JONES and RICHARDSON; and also, 


| Mississippi, and the Speaker. 
Mr. RtCHARDSON then proceeded with his 
| remarks. He thought, he said, that if gentlemen 
| understood the provisions of this bill, there could 
and would be no objection to its passage. He was 
/aware that this was a pretty broad assertion 
|} to make; but he had no doubt of its correctness. 


of the bill. 
| tion of the public land along the line of country 
over which the road was to pass, in aid of 1ts con- 
struction. 


they would bring two dollars and fifty cents per 
acre. By this donation, the Government itself 


the gainer. How so? The route over which it 
was proposed that the road should pass in the 
|| State of lilinois—the main part of it,—passed over 
|| what was known as the Grand Prairie. That 
|| prairie, with three fourths of the road running 
| through it, would average thirty miles in width. 
That land was not taken up by settlers, and would 
not be, unless some facilities were given either by 





|| tlement. Sf this work should be completed, the 


|| Government would thus be enabled to sell the | 


lf the work 
|| was not completed, the Government might hold us 
| land some thirty, forty, or filty years; for it could 
| not be expected that persons would go there and 
| settle unless they had some means of transporting 
| their material, umber, &c. So far as the construc- 
tion of the road in the State of Lilinois was con- 
cerned, he repeated that it would be an advantage 
to the Government itself; i lost nothing, bul, en 
the contrary, would receive in dollars and cents its 
remuneration for that which it gave away. This 
| was the only feature of the bill; that was all there 
| wasofit. It was true that it proposed to donate 
| land to the States of Mississipp: and Alabama 
for that portion of the road which ran through 
|| those States; but he understood from the Represen- 
|| tatives of these States, thatall the region of country 
| through which it was proposed that the road 
| sh uid pass was of such a character that it would 
| 

| 

! 


|| land which she held on that prairie. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





be valuable only when furnished with means of 
transporting Umber to points where it could be sold 
and used. It had been objected against this bill, 
| that it gave away one hundred millions of acres 
| without any remuneration; that was not true. 
|| Oujection had also been made, that it was wrong 
|| to raise the price of the public lands in the neigh- 
borhood of the work—— 

Mr. JONES interposed, and inquired of the 
Speaker, whether the morning hour bad expired? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. JONES thereupon moved that the House 
proceed to the consideration of business on the 
Speaker’s table, 

Mr. INGE submitted that the floor could not 
be thus taken, in the midst of his remarks, from 
the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricnarpson.} 





1 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


i 


|| Mr. INGE hoped 


Mr. RICHARDSON apparently giving way, | 


1} 


Mr. RICHARDSON declined, he said, to yield || 


on a} 
|| point of order between Mr. THOMPSON, of 


It proposed, also, that the sections | 
| which were not taken, should not be sold unless | 


| would lose nothing, but, on the contrary, would be | 
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Mr. RICHARDSON stood upon the same point 
= right, and declared that he did not yield the 

oor. 

The SPEAKER said, it had heretofore been de- 
cided by the Chair, that, after the expiration of the 
_ morning hour, the floor could be claimed by any 

member, even when another member was add: ess- 
| ing the House, for the purpose of moving that the 
| House proceed to the consideration of business on 

the Speaker’s table. And the Chair, therefore, 

decided that the motion of the gentleman from 
| Tennessee [Mr. cant was in order. 








he said) that the motion 
would be voted down. 

The question, ‘* Will the House proceed to the 
| consideration of business on the Speaker's tabie??’ 
was then taken, and the vote stood—ayes 85, 
noes 50. 

Mr. INGE demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Lerrier and 
WitiiaMs were appointed. 
||} Mr.McCLERNAND. Lask permission of the 
|| House to allow me to put one question to the gen- 
1 tleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Jones. } 
|| The SPEAKER. Ik 1s too late. The House 
|| is dividing. 
|| Mr. MeCLERNAND. This is the virtual de- 
|| feat of the measure 

The SPEAKER interposed to order. 

Several Membeas also called to order. 
| The question was again taken, and the vote 
| Stood—ayes 87, noes 45. 
|| Mr. RICHARDSON and Mr. INGE demanded 
| the yeas and nays. 
|| Mr. McCLERNAND, (to the Speaker.) Will 
be in order now to move that there be a call of 
|| the House? 
Great confusion in the Hall.} 

The SPEAKER, Gentlemen will suspend their 
remarks, and no motion will be received until or- 
der is restored. Gentiemen in the aisles will re- 
sume their seats. 

After the lapse of some moments, 

Mr. McCLERNAND resumed. I ask the 
Speaker to state whether it is in order now to move 
that there be a call of the House. 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

_Mr. McCLERNAND. Then I make the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I rise to a 
question of order. If the House should now 
proceed to the consideration of business on the 
Speaker’s table, what will be the position of the 
|| bill when committees shall be again called for re- 
orts? 

The SPEAKER. If the House should now 
| pass to the business on the Sceaker’s table, this 
| bill, being upon its engroasmeut, will go to the 
|| Speaker’s table among the House bills on their 
|| engrossment. The bill must be reached, however, 
| by proceeding to business on the Speaker's table, 
| The SPEAKER then put the question on the 
| 
| 
] 
1] 








| 
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} | 








| demand for the yeas and nays on the motion of 
Mr, Jones. 

| The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| Mr. MeCLERNAND, (to ye | de 
| Sire to be informed by the Chair, what ia become 
| of my motion for a call of the House? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not under- 
stand the gentieman as having made the motion, 
but merely as inquiring whether it would be in 
order to submit it. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I did distinctly make 
the motion for a call of the House. 

‘The question was taken and decided in the neg- 
ative, 

So the House refused to order a call. 

‘The question recurring upon proceeding to the 
consideration of business on the Speaker’s iabie— 

Mr. WILLIAMS suggested to gentlemen on 
the other sie, not to insist upon the yeas and 
nays upon the question, and added, that i wes 

manifest that this bill could not pass to-day. 
| The SPEAKER reminded the gentieman, that 
| remarks were out of order. 
} 
| 
| 








Mr. McCLERNAND wished to say, in reply 
to the gentleman from Tennessee, that if the House 
proceeded to the business on the Speaker's taile, 
it would. bea virwal, final disposiuon of the bill. 

Mr, RICHARDSON inquired. if 1 was in order 
to move to posipune the turtber considerauon of 
the bill to aday certain? 

The SPEAKER said, that no motion was in 
order connected with the bill, while the motion 
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was pending to go into business on the Speaker’s 
table. 


The question was taken, and decided in the || form, and thus prevent the delay attending the || 


offirmative—yeas 119, nays 58; as follow: 
YUAS—Mesers. Alexander, Allen, Arhe, Averett, Bayly, 
Bocock, Bowie, Briggs, Burrows, Burt, Chester Butler 
Thomas B. Butier, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Caldweli, Cal 
vin, Canzpheti, Chandler, Clarke, Clingnian, Williamson R. 
W. Oubb, Coteock, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Dan- 
jel, Deberry, Diekey, Dimmick, Dixon, Duncan, Dunham, 
E.biwwandson, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, 
Fuller, Gervy, Giddings, Gout, Gould, Grinnell, Hallo» ay, 


famtiton, Marian, Haymond, Henty, Hibbard, Hoagland, || 


Floiiaday, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Joseph W. Jackson, 
Wittiaw T. Jackson, James L. J hnson, Jones, Julian, 
Kerr, George G. King, Joun A. King, Preston King, Levin, 
Littiefield, Horace Mana, Job Mann, Matteson, McDowell, 


McGaughey, McKissoek, M-Mullen, Meacham, Meade, 


Milken, Moore, Netson, Newell, Ogie, Otis, Outlaw, 
Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Puman, Powell, Putnam, Reed, Kia- 
jey, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Sack- 


ett, Sawtelir, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Beddon, || 
Buepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Stanty, | haddens Stevens, | 


Sietwear, Swertser, Taylor, Thomas, James Thompson, 


John 6B. Thompson, ‘Thurman, Tae Teenie, Vinton, | 


Walden, Waldo, Wallace, White, and Wildrick—119. 


NAY S—Mesers. Alston, Anderson, Bay, Bingham, Bis- | 


sell, Bowdon, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, 
E. UC. Cabetl, George A. Caldwell, Caruer, Dory, Ewing, 


Featherston, Fitch, Geutry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hail, | 


Isham G. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hilliard, Howard, 
Hubbard, Tuge, Andrew Johnson, Kaufman, La Bére, 
Loffier, Marshall, Mason, McCiernand, Robert M. McLane, 
Fini EB. McLean, MeQuern, MceWiillie, Miller, Morrie, 
Olds, Orr, Phelps, Potter, Richardson, Robinson, Frederick 


P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, | 
Jieob Thompson, Toombs, Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, | 


Wri vesey, Williams, Wood, Woodward, and Y oung—Ss. 


So the House determined to proceed to the busi- | 


ness on the Speaker’s table. 
ALABAMA RAILROAD. 


The SPEAKER. The business first in order | 
is the bill pending at the time of adjournment yes- | 
terday, entitled “* An act granting the right of way | 
and making a grant of land to the State of Ala- | 
bama, in aid of the construction of a railroad from | 
Seima, on the Alabama river, to Gunter’s landing, | 


on the Tennessee river.’’ 

The title of the bill having been read— 

The SPEAKER continued. A motion was 
made by the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Meape]} 
to refer the bill to a select committee; and a mo- 
tion was also made by the gentleman from Ala- 


bama [Mr, Cops] to refer it to the Committee on | 
Public Lands; and the gentleman from Virginia | 


{Mr. Meape)} had demanded the previous ques- 
tion on the reference. 

Mr. COBB. I desire to make an appeal to the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Meape,] to with- 
draw the motion to refer the bill to a select com- 
mittee. 
rived from persisting in that motion; and I hope 
the gentleman will illustrate, in this instance, the 


courtesy which has so ofien signalized his action | 


on this floor, MY acceding to my request. 
Mr. MEADE said, he would do so. 


So the motion to refer to a select committee was | 


withdrawn, (leaving the motion on reference to 
the Committee on Public Lands. ) 
The question, “* Will the House second the de- 


mand for the previous question s’’ was then taken, | 


and decided in the affirmative. 
“Do there wes e second, 

And the main question was ordered, and having 
been taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee on 
Pablic Lands. 

Senate bill entitled “An act granting to the State 
of Miss ssippi the right of way and a donation of 
pobtiec lands, for the purpose of locating and con- 
structing a railroad from Brandon to the eastern 
boundary of said State, in the direction of Mont- 


gomery, Alabama,” coming up.in its order, was | 


read a first.and second time by its title, and, on 
mo ion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, re- 
ferr-d to the Committee on Puvlic Lands. 


REPORT ON COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. 


Senate bill entitled * An act to provide for the 
printing of the annual report of commerce and 
navigation,” coming up in order, was read a first 
and second time by ns title, when 

Mr. GRINNELL asked that the bill might be 
read through. 

lt was accordingly read. 

Mr. G, said a tew words in explanation of the 
bill. He was understood to say that the bill au- 
therized the Secretary of the Treasury to make u 
the report of the statistics of commerce and navi- 
gation to the end of the fiscal year, and when 
completed, authorized the printing of the same ua- 
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|| der the supervision of the said Secretary, that the | 


|| report might be laid before Congress in a printed 


|| present mode. 
| Mr. G. was understood subsequently to state 


} 


} 


|| that the Committee on Public Printing had ex- || 


|| amined the bill, and that he was authorized to say 
'| that they were 10 favor of it. 
|| Mec. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, wished an | 
explanation as to the words, ** the usual number.’’ 
| Me. GRINNELL explained, 
Mr. THOMPSON declared himself satisfied. 
Mr. GRINNELL then offered the following 
| amendment: 


said shall be substantially bound, provided that the expense 
| thereof shall uot exceed twelve and a half ceuts for each 
| copy. 
Mr. VINTON suggested that the bill should 
|| also be so amended as to include the annual report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury on the finances. 
|| That report (Mr. V. said) was of more importance 
|| to the legislation of the House than the report on 
commerce and navigation. 

Mr. BAYLY concurred in the suggestion, and 

|| hoped that the House would acquiesce in it. 
| Mr. VINTON then offered an amendment in 
accordance with his suggestion, embracing the | 
|| annual report of the Secrewry of the Treasury on 
the finances. 


|| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he did 

|| not object to these several propositions of amend- | 
ment, but the bill had never been referred, and | 
|| he was in favor of sending it to a committee, by 
|| whom these amendments might be embodied. He 
hoped a reference would be made. 

Mr. GRINNELL explained that an informal 
examination of the bill had been made by the 
Committee on Printing, for the purpose of avoid- 
ing the necessity of reterence. He hoped the ref- 
|| erence would not be insisted on. 





prepared to vote for the bill, as be understood it, 
and also for the amendments of the gentleman | 


|| gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron,] as he (Mr. 
I.) understood them. But he thought that the 
|| better plan would be to let these amendments be 
embodied by a committee. There was no neces- 
|| sity to force the bill through in this hasty man- 
|| ner. It would certainly be passed before the ses- | 
| sion had terminated. 


ditional suggestion. The adoption of the amend- 
| ment of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] 


| 


|| would be a matter not only of great convenience, || 


|| so for as the business of the House was concerned, 
| but a matter of economy also. And he explained 
| that, by the adoption of the amendment, the pro- 


|| obviated. 
|| Mr. KAUFMAN hoped, he said, that the gen- 


‘| tleman from Mussissippt [Mr. ‘THompson] would | 


Mr. THOMPSON, Weil—I will do so. 
|| So the motion to refer was withdrawn. 
| ‘The SPEAKER then stated the question to be 
‘| on the amendment of the gentleman from Ghio, 
{[Mr. Vinton. ] 
The question was taken, and the amendment | 
| was agreed to. 
The question recurred upon ordering the bill to | 
a third reading. 
After a word of conversation, 
‘The question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative. 
So the bill was ordered to be read a third time. | 
And having been read— 
‘The question, being on its passage, was taken, | 
|| and decided in the affirmative. 
So the vill was passed. 
On motion by Mr. VINTON, 
|| “Phe ticle was amended 80 as to read: A bill to 
| provide for the printing of the annual report of 
|| commerce and navigation, and the annual report | 
|| on the state of the finances. | 


| The following bills from the Senate, coming up 














in their Order, were severally read a first and sec- | 
| ond time by their title, and conmmited as indica- 
|| ted below, viz: 

An act supplementary to the act entitled An act 
to provide for the taking of the seventh and sub- 
sequent censuses of the United Siates, to fix the 
{| number of members of the House of Representa- 





| Naval Affairs. 


| from Massachusetts [Mr. Grinnett] and the || 


| cess of printing the estimates twice over would be | 


|| withdraw his motion to refer. | 


| to the order of Congress. 








July 23. 


tives, and to provide for their future apportio 
ment among the several States: On motion by m4 
THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, referred {o ‘s. 
Committee on the Judiciary. : 
Thomas M, 


An act for the relief of 


Tayk 
Francis B. Stockton. Referred to the c aylor and 


OM Mittee on 


An act granting the right of preémption to ek 
tain purchasers ond settlers on the Maison Rouee 


| grant in the event of the final adjudication of the 
|| title in favor of the United States. Refer; 


7 : . ; ed to t/ 
Committee on Private Lan Claims. 7 


An act for the relief of Thomas Snodgrass. Re. 


| ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the report afore- || 


An act to authorize the Secretary of War to ). 

| low the peyment of interest to the State of Geo. 
gia for advances made for the use of the United 
States in the suppression of hostilities of th. 
Creek, Seminole, and Cherokee Indians, in the 
years 1836, 1837, and 1838. Referred to the 
Commitiee on the Judiciary. 
An act authorizing the payment of interest upon 
the advances made by the State of Maine for the 
use of the United States Government, for the pro- 
tection of the northeastern frontier, On motion by 


|| Mr. LITTLEFIELD, referred to the Commitee 


of Ways and Means. 

An act to provide for an additional term of the 
| United States Circuit and District Court, at Chi. 
| cago, in the district of linois. On motion by 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, referred ; 
| the Judiciary Committee. 
| An act to amend an act entitled An act for the 
better organization of the District Court of the 


0 


|| United States, within the State of Louisiana ap. 


proved 3d March, 1849. On motion by Mr.CON. 
RAD referred to the Judiciary Committee, 

An act for the benefit of Minnesota Territory. 
Referred to the Committee on Territories, 

An act to provide for the removal of obstruc- 


ne || tions in the river Savannah, State of Georgia, and 
Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he was | ) 


| for the improvement of the same. On motion by 
Mr. JACKSON, of Georgia, referred to the Coni- 
| mittee on Commerce. 

An act granting the right of way and making 
a donation of land to the State of Alabama, in aid 
of the construction of the Mobile and Girard 
| Railroad. Referred to the Committee on Public 
| Lands. 

An act to amend an act entitled an Act for the 
relief of D. A. Watterston. Referred to the Com- 


| . : || mittee of Claims. 
| Mr. BAYLY desired, he said, to make an ad- || 
] 


An act for the relief of Theodore Offutt. 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 


| The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


Re- 


| munication from the Commissioner of Patenis, in 


|| answer to a resolution of the House of Represent- 


| atives of the 27th May, 1850, direeting that officer 

| to furnish each member of the House and Vele- 

gate with three copies of the List of Patents for 

| Inventions and Designs, issued by the United States 

| from 1790 to 1847, with the Patent Laws and No- 
| tices of Decisions of the Courisof the United States, 
of the same period, prepared, compiled, and pub- 
| lished under the direction of Edmund Burke. 

| The Commissioner, in reply, states that he was 
| unable to comply with the order of the House, as 
| there were but one hundred and sixty copies of 
| the work on hand, which he would hold subject 
Referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Patents. 


Senate bill, entitled An act authorizing the trans- 
mission of leuers and packages to and from Mrs. 
Margaret Taylor, free of postage, coming up 10 
order on a question of reference, 

The CHAIR stated, that this bill was the same 
as the bill which had heretofore passed the House. 
The Senate had passed it before they knew of the 
action of the House. 

Mr. WENTWORTH inquired whether the 
Senate had passed the House vill? 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Then | move to lay 
the bill on the table. 

The bill was accordingly laid upon the table. 

MONUMENT TO GENERAL TAYLOR. 
An act for the erection of a monument to Zach- 


ary Taylor, late President of the United States, 
coming up in order, was read a first and second 


time by its title. 
Mr. CONRAD. .1 move that. the House, by 
unanimous consent, consider this bill immediately, 


and pass it. 
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1850. 
Mr. WENTWORTH and others called for the 


{t wus read. . 

atv. BAYLY moved to refer the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
He begged leave, in making this motion, to state, | 


| 


hat it must go there, as it contained an appropri- 





ti SPEAKER, The bill, containing an ap- 
ropriation, must be referred to the Committe of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, unless, by | 
yoanimous consent, the question is permitted to be 
tuken upon ordering it toa third reading. | 
Mr. CONRAD said, he hoped the unanimous | 
consent would be given, 
Mr. BAYLY said he should object. But before | 
joing so, he desired to assign his reasons. There 
had yet no monument been erected by Congress 


The SPEAKER interposed, and stated, that | 
debate was not in order, as the bill contained an 
appropriation, and must first be considered and 
discussed (if discussion arose) in Committee of the 
Whole on the stag of the Union. 

Mr. BAYLY said, he objeeted to its being put 
upon its passage now; for no monument had been 
erecied by Congress to any other of the deceased 
Presidents. 

Mr. CONRAD inquired whether, if the bill | 
were sent to the Committee of the Whole on the 


! 
to the Father of his Country. 1} 
i 


reading of the bill, | 


| 
| 


Mr. FREEDLEY. This bill has been discussed 


upon three or four different eccasions. | have no 
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if this bill were referred to a committee, it would 
endanger its passage at this session, and believing 


doubt that the members of this House have made |) ic to be important to the people of Lousiana that 


rary 
up their minds upon it, and that they are tully pre- || 
pared to vote. I therefore call fur the previous | 


question, and hope the House will sustain me. ] 


The SPEAKER siated the question. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (to the | 
Speaker.) My impression is, that when this bill | 


it be passed immediately, he hoped that the mowon 
to reconsider would prevail. 

Mr. HALL asked that the bill be reported, that 
" might know what they were acting upon, 

The bill was read. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 


was last before the House, | was entitled to the | affirmative, 


floor upon it. Gentlemen near me inform me that | 
such was the fact, and it is my belief that it is so. 
The SPEAKER, The gentieman is correct. 


| The gentleman from Mississippi |Mr. THompson) | 


| is enutled to the floor, 


cate of the Union, the genileman from Virginia || 


would move to amend it by providing for the erec- 
tion of a Monument to the Father of his Country? 
Mr. BAYLY replied, that he should move an 
amendment providing for monuments to all the 
deceased Presidents. 
Mr. MORSE inquired if it would be in order to 
instruct the Committee of Ways and Means to 


report an amendment to the bill to include other 


appropriations ? 


The SPEAKER replied, that the motion to refer || 


Mr. THOMPSON. Since I obtained the floor 
on a former day, | have examined the bill care- | 
fully. 

Mr. T. 


then entered inio a conversation with 


| Mr. Jones, as to one point of construction of the | 


law, upon which he desired some information 
from a gentleman not now in his seat. If the bill 
could be set right in that particular, he should be | 
satisfied with it, 

Mr. JONES moved the previous question, 

There was asecond. The main question was 
ordered, and the bill was passed, 

Mr. WALDO moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, aod that that moun be laid upon the table. 

Ordered accordingly. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Clerk of the House, in re- 
gard to an index to the claims against the Govern- | 


| ment, which had been ordered last Congress to be 


| prepared under the direction of the former Clerk | 
| of the House, and which was now in course of | 


preparation—suggesting to the House the proprie- 


| ty of authorizing the employment of aduitional 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union was pending, and such a motion would not 
now be in order. 

Mr. MORSE inquired if it would be in order 
to instruct the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union? 


The SPEAKER replied, that no motion was in | 
The rule | 


order which would give rise to debate. 
was peremptory that no debate could take place in 
the House upon an appropriation bill unul it had 


been considered in Committee of the Whole on | 


the state of the Union. 


Mr. GENTRY said, he apprehended that in- || 


structions could be given to the Committee of the || 
\} LOUISIANA COURTS, 
| 
| 


Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. Instructions can be given; 
but no instructions, the Chair apprehends, that 
will raise a discussion upon the merits of the bill. 
The rale is p sitive, that all bills relating to appro- 
priations of money shall first be considered and 
discussed in Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and the Chair would rule, if it be- 
came necessary, that by the operation of the rule, 
a bill after the second reading should go to the 
committee. It had been customary, however, to 
propouad the question to the House, whether the 
vill should be referred as required by the rule. 

Mr. HILLIARD, (to the Speaker.) Is it com- 
petent for ine Now to move to increase the amount? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 
no motion of that kind can be made now, because 
it would bring up the merits of the bill, which can- 
not be considered at this time. Where a bill con- 
tins an appropriation, the rule requires that it 
shall first be considered in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Unioa, and no other motion, 
€xe2pt to refer tothe Committee of the Wholeon the 
slate of the Union, or to one of the standiog com- 
mittees of the House, is in order. 

Mr. HILLIARD. 


| 


i 


, force thereon, to have said index completed before 


the meeting of the next session of Congress. 
The communication having been read— 
On motion by Mc. DANIEL, it was referred to | 


the Committee of Claimsy which commitiee (Mr. || district judge—which he now asked the House 


| to allow him to report back from the Judiciary 
|| Committee with a view to put it upon its passage. 


D. said) had the subject under consideration. 


STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 
munication from the New York State Agricultural | 
Society, inviting the members of Congress to at- | 
tend their next annual exhibition on the 3d, 4th, 
and 5th.of Septemoer next, in the city of New 
York; which was read. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Who.e on the state of 
the Union. 


Mr. MORSE. rose (he. said) to a privileged 


|| question, and he hoped the House would give him 


| itsear for a single moment. He wished to move a 
reconsideration of the vote by which the House 
had referred a bill from the Senate, containing an 
amendment to the act creating the western judi- 
| ciary district for Louisiana. 
| sider the vote for the purpose of putting the bill 
| on its pasege. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Bayuy.) Does the 
gentleman from Virginia withdraw his motion? 
| Mr. BAYLY. 1 wall withdraw it for this pur- 


| pose. 
r Mr. MORSE made the motion to reconsider al- 
| luded to. 


| immediately passed, & would be impossible for 
| the marshals to take the census of the State of 


| Louisiana properly. lt involved no appropriation 


} at all; it merely corrected anerror, by which the 


| parish of Bienville, which he represented, was 


1 can only say that, when || erroneously placed in the first. judicial district. 


the bill shall be taken up, | hope the amount of | He explained the manner in which the error had 


: : || arisen, and said that, in consequence of it the peo- 
The question was then taken, and the bill was | ple in these parishes. were not able to bring their 


| suits either in the eastern or western districts, nor 


the appropriation may be increased. 


referred to the Commitiee of the Whole on the 
State of the Union. 


PENSIONS. 


_The joint resolution, explanatory of certain pen- 
Sion acts therein mentioned, came up in order. 
The SPEAKER sfated the question to be on the 
passage of the bill, 
Mr. WALDO 
and it was read. 





| the marshals to take their census, under these cir- 
| cumstances. He hoped the vote would be recon- 
| 


sidered. 


|| Me. CONRAD said, it-was:on his motion that | 


| this bill had been referred to the Commitee on the 
| Judiciary. He had made the motion for tne pur- 


pose of moving an amendment to the bill, having | 
called for the reading of the bill; |, reference to the eastern district of the State. Hav- | 


| 


| 
1} 


So the bill was again brought before the House. 

And the question recurring on referring it to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, was taken, and de- 
cided in the negative. 
. The question recurred upon ordering the bill to 
be read a third time. 

Mr. MORSE expressed the hope that it would 
be read a third time and passed. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 


ADVANCES OF MAINE. 
On motion by Mr. LITTLEFLELD, the voie 


was reconsidered by which the bi om the Sen- 
ate in reference to the payment of interest to 
Maine was referred to the Committee of Waya 
and Means, 

Mr. L. then withdrew the motion to refer to the 
Committee of Ways and Means; and on his mo- 
tion, the bill was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. BAYLY renewed his motion that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

He however waived his motion at the request 
of Mr. Tnompson, of Pennsylvania. 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said there 
had been for some time in the hands of the Judici- 
ary Committee a bill from the Senate to provide 


for the holding of the District Courts of the Unued 


States in case of sickness or other disability of the 


He said this bill was peculiarly applicable at thie 
time to the southern district of New York. The 
United States judge of that district was in very 
bad health and not able to hold his court. But 
insiead of making it a special act in regard to Uhe 
southern district of New York, the Committee on 
the Judiciary in the Senate had reported a general 
bill’ providing for all such cases. ‘The bill was 
very well considered; he thought it included noth- 





He moved to recon- || 


He said he desired simply to state to | 
| the House, that the Senate had passed a bill || 
| amending the act creating a judiciary for the west- || jeet might not come up again this session, and si- 
ern district of Louisiana; which original act omit- | 


| ted one or two counties; and unless this bill were || 


| ing that could be objectionable to anybody, and 
nothing but what was necessary, in case of the 
| sickness or other disability of the judge, to provide 
for holding the court. He therefore asked the 
| previous question on the passage of thebil!. The 
question was taken and there was a second. 
The main question was ordered ,and being taken, 
The bill was read a third time and passed. 


TIGRE ISLAND. 


Mr. SAVAGE moved to reconsider the vote of 
yesterday, referring the message of the President 
in answer to the resolution of this House, paased 
24th of January, to the Committee on Foreiga 
Affairs; and said, he did not intend to make a 

speech—he should say tut litle. His only object 
| in making the motion was to state his position in 
| relation to the matters of the message.” The sub- 


| lence now might hereafier be cited as evidence of 
approbation. It was to exciude this cornelusion 
that he desired the attention of the House for a 
few moments. He held it to be the duty of poli- 
ticians and parties to deciure their opinions and 
policy, with that kind of certainty, called by the 
law books, certainty to @ certain intent, in every 





|| particular, which exeludes all doubt or argument. 
‘| The not doing this, has caused much of the evil 
\| and distraction of the present hour: 


|| ing understood, however, from his coileague, that | 


| That, upon hearing of the hostile proceedings 
|| of the Enghsh in Central America, he had moved 
| the origmal resolution. The Administration an- 
| swered, that it was not compatible with the public 
| interest to give the information asked. | Lelieved 
|| this a mere evasion, to conceal the policy inteded to 
| be pursued. bcould not then, nor can | now, under- 
‘| stand what cause there was for such concealie:t, 
except to avoid the opinion and censure of this 
House, which surely could never have advised the 
treaty which is now sent to us, together with the 
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treaty of Mr. Hise. What reson for the conceal- 


ment of the latter? Surely, no fair one. 


Mr. HOUSTON (the floor being yielded) asked 
if he understood the honorable member from Ten- 


| but especially Iam against the unfortunate anti- 
American alliance transmitted with the message. 


| | would throw around the destiny of this country || 


the grandeur of solitude, as well as of greatness. 


nesvee to speak of the treaty made by Mr. Hise? | This treaty is intended to unite this Government in 
GO» the contrary, he asked if the Government of | close affinity with the Government of Great Britain, 


Nicaragua did not refuse to ratify it as a treaty? 
end if it was not the fact that it never was a 
It had never had the character and valid- 
And, furthermore, he wished to 
ask the honorable member if that instrument, 


treaty ? 
ity of a treaty, 


|| and to foster among the American people English 
influence and English feelings. What a strange 
thing it was, at the commencement of this Congress, 
to see a distinguished individual in the other end 
| of the Capitol [Mr. Cass) proposing to discontinue 


which he chose to calla treaty, was not negotiated || all relauons of ane with a despot, and the 


by Mr. Hise in direct derogation of the instruc- 


| tenant of the White House recommending the 


tions of the State Department during the late Ad- || most delicate, important, and confidential partner- 


ministration of Mr. Polk? 
Mr. SAVAGE. 


hoetility of the late Administration. 


Mr. HOUSTON (the floor being further yield- | 
ed) said, he Ugught the honorable memver would || from things so unwise—so anti-American. 
find, when the message and accompanying docu- || 
ments with the treaty, now on the table, were || does seem to me that the American jackass of the 
published, that the statement which he (Mr. H.) || present day has shown wo great un inclination 
made was sirictly, ing fp true—that Mr. Hise | 

rect Opposition to the |, 


negotiated the treaty in 


instrvetions of Mr. Buchanan, and that he was || 
expressly instracted to negotiate no treaty on the || decessor mentioned by “Esop, he would receive 
subject; und furthermore, that it was an abuse of || nothing but contempt and ruin for his folly. 

terme to call it a treaty; that it never was ratified | 
as such, and that the Nicaraguan government } regret this treaty. 


refused to ratify it. 


Mr. SAVAGE understood the subject so far as 
He must, however, decline any 
further interruption in the course of his remarks. 

I will look for a moment to the annual message 
of the President, which promulgates the doctrine | 


he spoke of it. 


upon which this treaty is founded. 


Speaking of the proposition for a ship canal 
through the territories of Nicaragua, the doctrine is || sphere,’’ as dangerous to our peace and safety. 
announced that * it would be neither just nor expe- 
‘dient that any great maritime State should com- 
No such power 


*mand the communication. 


‘should occupy @ posiuon that would enable it 
* hereafter to exercise #0 controlling an infuence 
‘over the commerce of the world, or to obstruct a 
‘highway which ought to be dedicated to the com- 


* mon uses of mankind.’’ 


Upon thie I take issue, and say, that one 


great Power—and but one—ought to command 
this communication, and be its sole patron and 
protector. 


cept by an unwarrantable interierence. 


The message further says: “ The work, if con- | 


‘structed under these guarantees would become 
‘a bond of peace, instead of a subject of contention 
‘and strife among the nations.”’ This | again 
deny; L allege that it will be an apple of discord 
among the nations, 
ing—-something more must be done; bring the 
Engliab and American forces a protectors, 
and peace will not last a day. ho has forgotten 


the story of eur own Revolution? The jealousies || 


between the French and American forces—noth- 
ing but wisdom the most consummate and a neces- 
sity the most powerful, forced a codperation. 
This thing, so difficult with the French, would be 
wholly impracticable with the English. 


In our hands this would have been a bond of | 
peace upon the netions. We would have permit- || der our women and children? Has she changed or 
ted all the world to pass it, while on terms of 


friendship with us, the penalty of war being a for- 
feiture of the privilege to use it. 


The passage to California is the great project of 


the age. Eminent men have assembled in conven- 


tion from ail parts of the country to consider it; | 


plans have been presented to Congress asking for 
more than $100,000,000, for the construction of a 
railroad; yet no sooner has a route been obtained 
by giant from Nicaragua, than our Government is 
niarmed at the vastness of the treasure—deciares it 
a boon, too rich forthe enjoyment of the American 
people--that it ought to be divided with kings and 
rinees, 

1 am for the doctrine of the first Washington: 
* Peace with all—entangling alliances with none;’’ 


I will answer the gentleman. || 
Mr. Hise did not negotiate the treaty in violation | 
of his insteuctions. The treaty negotiated by Mr. 
Hise was not ratified because of anY opposition 
on the part of the Nicaraguans, but because of 


i say, that one great Power ought to 
ocenpy a position to control hereafter the com- 
merce of the world—and that the United States, 
from her position and by the treaty of Mr. Hise, 
which han been, suppressed through the policy of 
the late Administration—had that right; and that | 
no Power could in any way injure this right, ex- | 


The treaty itself effects noth- | 


‘ships. ‘his | suppose a matter of taste, and lam 
| willing for those ** who have fuund angels in the 
forms of kings,” to bow down and worship them, 
| or seek their society and partnership, if done in 
|| Secret; but where these predilections are proposed 
|| as the policy of this country, in opposition to an- 
|| other which has long been recognized, ! feel it a 
|| duty that | owe to myself to utter my dissent 


1 hope | may be pardoned for saying that it 


If his | 
vanity was harmless | should not object, but there 
cannot be a doubt but Irke his illustrious pre- 


for an association with the British hon. 


t} 


I regretied the language of the message—I now 
in all future umes they will 
stand across the line of our advancement with more 
than the power of five hundred thousand armeu 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





} 


| every con 





| warriors. The doctrine of Mr. Monroe, and which 


was affirmed by Mr. Polk in his Yucatan mes- | 


sage, is the true policy of this country. Our Gov- 
ernment ought to have settled the mutter, by say- 
ing to Great Britain, that we considered this attempt 
on her part ** to extend her system to this hemi- 


|| Anat the American contMents, by the free and in- 

|| dependent positions which they have assumed and | 
|| maintained, are henceiorth nut to be considered 
‘| subjects for the colonization of any European 
! power, and that no interference on her part with 
| the political condition of the Republic of Nicara- | 
| fuss could be permitted by the people of the 
| nited States. 

This is what I understand to be the Monroe 
doctrine, and 1 believe itis to-day the judgment 
of the people of this country. ‘This declaration 
was made to prevent the further increase of Euro- 
pean power upon this continent, The Clayton 
|| policy established by this treaty is the opposite. || 
|| lt is the policy of England declared, to check the 
|| further progress of this Republic. Well might the 
|| representative of that proud monarchy, atier the 
|| execution of this treaty, write to his nunion, that 
|| the Government at Washington was a weak one. 
| 
} 

















| By the treaty of Mr. Hise, the United States 
| were authorized to fortify, arm, and occupy the 
| lines, and the terminauons; to pass all kinds of 
|| property and military preparations; suitable sites 
| for cities were granted, and many other valuable 
rivileges, amounting to all that could be desired. 
|| Phese grants were from Nicaragua, which State 
| ia the absolute owner of the suil. 

Why have we abandoned this treaty, and divi- 
ded our rights and entered into partnership with 
England, the wisest and most heartless monarchy 
| upon the globe—a nation which has hereto- 
fore been considered as our political, territorial, and 
commercial enemy—that Power which not a cen- 
tury since hired the dregs of Germany to butcher 
| our fathers, and the savages of our forests to mur- 

















have we changed? Does she love us more or hate 
us jess than in ’76 or 1812? Is her interest less 
in conflict with ours now than then? 

Sir, the past has had its wars and the future will 
not be barren. ‘The man has read the history of 
the world to little purpose who will not see in’ the 
future a mighty struggle between the mistress of 
the ocean and the Republic of the Western 
World, England knows this—forty years ago it 
was no secret. The great Napoleon, at the ume 
he ceded to our fathers the territory of Louisanta, 
predicted what shall surely be fulfilled. When he 
|| had sigued the weaty he exclaimed—* This acces- 

sion ol lerrilory strengthens torever the power of 

the United States, and | have just given England 

&@ mariume rival that, sooner or later, will hum- 
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ble her pride.” And this day I am not wii; 
yield up a single right to prevail her displ » 
_ Sur, when the long-settled policy of the A 
is to be abandoned, it is the duty of the Admin. 
tration toannounce this change to the country wih 
the reasons upon which it is founded, ther th 
people may judge. This is required not only by 
the principles of our Government, but by the gj 
tates of common honesty. What reasons i 
been shown to the nation for the abandonment of 
the Monroe declaration? None; and none Appears 
but love and confidence with England—which a». 
destined to be repaid by hatred, deception, and in 


have 


jury. 

The first article of the Clayton treaty is an effec. 
tual stipulation againstthe further increase of Amer. 
ican influence upon this continent, unless accompa. 
nied by a corresponding increase of British power 
The Secretary seems to have feared the ambition 
of his countrymen rather than that of the English 
By the 8th article the parties agree * to establish 
a general principle,’’ and ‘‘extend their protection” 
‘**to other practicable communications;”’ and thus 
we find ourselves by railways and ship-canals, in 


| some degree annexed to the British Monarchy for 
an indefinite period; but the treaty has wisely pro. 


vided for its own abolition, by the giving of gx 
months’ notice, and I desire to see the proper Steps 
taken to give this notice immediately. [ have 
dence in the committee, of which m 
friend who hears me [Mr. McCLernanp] is chair. 
man. My object is not to change the reference 
which has been made. 1! expect to see the proper 


| report; and while | cannot pledge my State to fur. 
| nish a single soldier in the war announced yester- 
| day in the Senate, between Kentucky and South 


Carolina—not even a safe passage through her ter. 
ritories—yet in any contest that may arise for the 
maintenance of our rights under the Monroe doc- 
trine Tennessee will furnish,as many soldiers as 
any other State. 
n the course of his remarks— 

Mr. S was called to order by 

Mr. CONRAD, who submitted to the Chair, 
that it was not in order for the House to consider 
a treaty which the House was informed had been 
laid before another branch of the Legislature, and 
which had not yet been acted upon by that body. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The treaty has been ratified, 

Mr. McCLERNAND. The very basis of the 
point of order fails to nothing, because the whole 
matter has been consummated. 

The SPEAKER (Mr. Jonzs, pro tem.,) 80 de- 
cided. 

Mr. CONRAD then put the question of order, 

whether it was in order to discuss a treaty which 


| had been made and ratified ? 


The SPEAKER (pro tem.) said, it was in order 
to discuss a message from the President of the 
United States. 

Mr. CONRAD. 
House? 

The SPEAKER, (pro tem) It was yesterday 
referred to the Commutee on Foreign Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. The pending motion is to 
reconsider that vote, 

Mr. HOUSTON suggested that, as all the pa- 
pers had not yet been printed, the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Savace,] in compliance 
with an intimation thrown out at the commence- 
ment of his remarks, should postpone the discus- 
sion till the printing should have been completed. 

Mr. SAVAGE. Does the gentleman call me 
to order? 

Mr. HOUSTON. No—I merely suggest the 
postponement of the debate until all the papers 
shall have been printed. 

Mr. SAVAGE, 1 cannot understand you, be- 
cause | do not hear you. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Does not the gentleman hear 
me? 

Mr. SAVAGE. No, sir. 

Mr. HOUSTON explained. } 

Mr. SAVAGE preferred (he said) to go on with 
his remarks. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I hope! shall be heard 
in reply. 

Mr. SAVAGE proceeded. 

Mr. CONRAD, expressing the reluctance he 
felt to interrupt the gentleman, and explaining his 
motive to be that the House might go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


Is the message now before the 


(on the bill making an Sree ies OF Bs 
t,) raised 


monument to the late Presiden 
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